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EDITORIAL 


Discipline 


Revivals do not just happen. Great movements 
in the church of the Lord Jesus Christ are not 
independent of human strivings. God’s sovereignty 
is in them, of course. But God uses human in- 
struments, and such instruments are always sharp- 
ened by spiritual discipline. 


An example comes from John Wesley and the 
awakening of his generation. His rules for his 
helpers required that they arise at 4 A.M. as he 
did. From four to five they were to have a time 
of Bible reading, meditation and prayer. From six 
till noon, except for an hour for breakfast, they 
were engaged in earnest study. His first rule for 
these helpers was as follows: 


“Be diligent. Never be unemployed a mo- 
ment. Never be triflingly employed. Never 
while away time; neither spend any more time 
at any place than is strictly necessary.” 


Unquestionably people retired earlier then than 
they do now. Therefore, they could get adequate 
rest and arise very early. The way a Christian 
works out his schedule is for him to decide with 
the help of God, but if there is not a quality of 
stern discipline in his schedule, will he have re- 
vival power in a day when many languish? 
—C.N.W., III. 


———— 


God Is In Heaven But The 
Word Is Nigh Thee 


In current thinking about God’s Word, there are 
two dangers. On the one hand we have those who 
assume that God is identical with the universe and 
His revelation with their highest aspirations. For 
these men God speaks in their hearts and con- 
sciences and reasonings as definitely as He does in 
His Word. To all such one would say with the 
Preacher: God is in heaven and thou art on earth, 
therefore let thy words be few. Or let such pan- 
theistic thinkers read again the fortieth of Isaiah 
or the twenty-third of Jeremiah: ‘How long shall 
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this be in the heart of the prophets that prophecy 
lies in my name, saying, I have dreamed, I have 
dreamed. How long shall this be in the heart of 
the prophets that prophecy lies, even prophets of 
the deceit of their own heart? ... The prophet that 
hath a dream, let him tell a dream, and he that 
hath My Word let him speak My Word faithfully. 
What is the straw to the wheat, saith the LORD.” 


On the other hand some of those who are begin- 
ning to realize the distinction between the Creator 
and the creature have jumped to the other ex- 
treme and assumed that the eternal truth of God 
cannot be put into human thoughts and words. The 
Bible which teaches that God is in heaven and 
thou art on earth, also says: “THE WORD is nigh 
thee, in thy mouth and in thine heart, that is 
the WORD of faith which we preach: that if thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in thine heart that God raised Him from 
the dead, thou shalt be saved.’’ We need to recog- 
nize both the transcendence of God and the ac- 
commodation of God. The transcendent God has 
condescended to our weakness and has spoken to 
us as a mother speaks to her prattling babe. The 
Incarnation of God in Christ and the inscripturation 
of that revelation in the Bible are the acme of 
accommodation. In Christ God did take our hv- 
man nature, think our human thoughts, and speak 
His eternal truth in our human temporal language. 
And by the illumination of the Holy Spirit we 
can understand the limpid words of the world’s 
greatest Teacher as well as the words of His av- 
thorized Apostles. The promises of God are propo- 
sitional truth finding their Yea and Amen in HIM 
who is the LIVING TRUTH—who is grace and 
truth in ONE. The living, risen Christ uses the 
Word of God written and preached to bring His 
forgiveness and peace by the power of the Holy 
Spirit into the hearts of His people. When we 
accept Christ on the authority of His Word we are 
accepting Him on His own authority, faith being 
the flash of identification of the Word as written 
with the Voice of Him who wrote ite His sheep 
hear His Voice. 


God has spelled out His saving revelation in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and recorded the same in the 
Bible. Consequently we can in a measure under- 
stand it, formulate it, promulgate it, and pass it 
on to the oncoming generations in such forms 4 
the Apostles’ Creed, the Shorter Catechism, and 
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the questions we ask for Church membership. We 
are not given the hopeless task of constructing a 
new Temple of Truth for ourselves. Every proper 
Christian formula comes from the Word and is 
tested from time to time that it may conform more 
and more closely to that Word. As _ new light 
breaks forth from the Word it confirms the old 
truth which has come from the same source—it 
does not make the ancient good which came from 
that Word uncouth. We keep abreast of truth by 
keeping close to the Word of God. —Wm.C.R. 


——>—__. 


The Continuing Church 
Committee 


Several years ago, when the issue of organic 
union was being vigorously pushed, a group in 
our Church formed what was known as the Con- 
tinuing Church Committee. 


This was never a divisive organization but was 
rather a defense move by some who felt the work, 
and witness of our Church could best be preserved 
by maintaining our identity as a separate Church. 
Since its formation this Committee has become 
a rallying point for those anxious to maintain 
the testimony of our Church and also a restrain- 
ing force towards those opposers of union who 
otherwise might have taken more drastic steps. 


By the recent action of the General Assembly, 
discontinuing all activities for union for a period 
of five years, this issue has been set aside and 
the emphasis of the church again brought to focus 
on its primary work and mission. 


As an evidence of good faith it was announced 
on the floor of the General Assembly that the 
annual meetings of the Continuing Church Com- 
mittee which have been held each Summer in 
Montreat would be discontinued for the next five 
years. 


God grant that in the coming days the wisdom 
which we all need and which none of us possesses 
in himself, may be granted to us by the One Who, 
alone is true Wisdom. —L.N.B. 


——— 


The Lord’s Day 


Serving on the Assembly’s Committee on the 
Sabbath brought some interesting incidents to light. 
A Pastor gently noted the absence of some of his 
best people one Sunday. They were promptly noti- 
fied by the grapevine and the story enlarged. But 
when the good lady met her faithful Minister she 
was contrite. “Mr. A. I know that you expound to 
us the Word of God, and even when I go fishing 
on Sunday my conscience hurts me.” 


In the fair city of D, a caddy was killed on the 
golf course one Sunday and a whole community 
was shocked to hear that he was employed by a 
Presbyterian officer. An Elder from Augusta sent 
this wire to the Chairman of the Committee: Very 
much interested in your committee wish every busi- 
ness man would place wall motto on office no busi- 
ness transacted Sunday. Of course I except works 
of necessity and mercy. 


The Assembly recognized that in the Reign of 
Grace, our Saviour and King, the Lord Jesus 
Christ writes His laws on our hearts and upon 
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our minds. As a result when the Minister expounds 
the Biblical teaching of the Sabbath he has the 
support of every Christian’s conscience. In the 
Ten Commandments the emphasis falls upon rest- 
ing from our work and from causing others to 
labour for us. In Isaiah (58.13) God’s people are 
called to cease from their worldly pleasure that 
God’s holy day be not turned into a holiday. In 
Jeremiah (17.21-27) the cities are warned that 
Sabbath traffic and commerce must stop if they 
would continue to live. In the New Testament our 
Lord Jesus Christ teaches us to use the Lord’s 
Day as a time to worship God, to preach and 
teach the Gospel and to minister to human needs. 
—Wm.C.R. 


a 


Affliction 

Bishop Ryle once wrote: “Affliction is one of 
God’s medicines. By it He often teaches lessons 
which would be learned in no other way. By it He 
often draws souls away from sin and the world, 
which would otherwise have perished everlastingly. 
Health is a great blessing, but sanctified disease 
is greater. Prosperity and worldly comfort, are 
what all naturally desire; but losses and crosses 
are far better for us, if they lead us to Christ. 
Thousands at the last day, will testify with David, 
“It is good for me that I have been afflicted.” 


Every Christian will experience afflictions of 
one kind or another. “For whom the Lord loveth 
He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He 
receiveth,” may not be a pleasant prospect but it 
is a profitable one. Paul goes further and states 
that, “All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall 
suffer persecution,” and Christ includes in the 
“blessed” those who are “persecuted for righteous- 
ness sake.” 


Being a Christian has been easy and comfortable 
in America for several generations. We think of 
those who have suffered and are suffering for the 
name of Christ in pagan and Communist-controlled 
lands and we need to pray for like courage and 
steadfastness. 


Some years ago, when physical danger in China 
were as close and real as life and death itself, we 
read these lines, “ ’Tis man’s perdition to be safe, 
when for truth he should die.” 


The Christianity which alone can save this world 
is more than a set of ethics. It is more than a 
moral code. It is more than any suggested panacea 
for social injustices. The solution is solely in the 
person and work of the Son of God, the Redeemer 
of the world. 


Insistance on this as the very heart of the Gospel 
message and the work of the Church should be 
the task of every Christian. It may cost much but 


it is worth it. —L.N.B. 
————_. 


An Unusual Assembly 


By Rev. Frank C. Brown, D.D. 
Pastor Of First Presbyterian Church 


Dallas .. 


I have been a Commissioner eight times to the 
General Assembly of our Church and each time 
I have been impressed with some particular phase 
of the work of our Church. I feel that the meeting 
of our Assembly which was recently held at At- 
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lanta was one of the very best that I have ever 
attended, either as a Commissioner as stated above, 
or as a visitor at various times. 


There was a fine spirit of seriousness and sin- 
cerity among the commissioners, both the younger 
men and those who had had longer experience. 
There was a fellowship that was contagious and 
contributed largely to make our Assembly meeting 
one of the greatest. 


It was my duty and privilege to serve as Chair- 
man of the Committee on Inter-Church Relations. 
This naturally had before it the two great con- 
troversial subjects which all commissioners knew 
would be brought to this meeting of the Assembly. 
I am referring to the report of the Permanent 
Committee on Cooperation and Reunion and to 
the question of remaining in the Federal Council 
or withdrawing therefrom. Our committee met at 
various times, in all for about fifteen hours and 
we labored seriously over the situation in hand. 
Our work was so important that we felt it neces- 
sary to pray often for God’s guidance. There 
were divergent views and different opinions were 
offered frequently. We found it necessary to bring 
in a majority and minority report. However, at 
the close of our work, even with the two reports, 
there was a beautiful spirit of Christian love and 
fellowship manifested by every member of the 
committee. 


When our report was brought upon the floor 
of the General Assembly it was presented after 
prayer and I have never felt in any meeting of 
the Assembly a greater evidence of the presence 
of God’s Holy Spirit than was there. Soon after 
the two reports were offered a substitute for the 
whole was made and at a brief recess time of the 
Assembly a small group seemed to be definitely 
led by the Spirit to present an amendment to the 
substitute for the whole and this was then adopted 
unanimously. This was followed by the ‘singing 
of the long meter Doxology and there seemed to 
be a unanimous joy from the hearts of the com- 
missioners. 


I felt this so keenly that I have been led to 
express it in this way. I believe God is leading 
our great Church in the work which we are at- 
tempting to do. I believe all of this was a’ victory 
for the cause of Christ as we are attempting to 
carry forward the Program of Progress and I 
pray that His Spirit may continue to brood in our 
churches as I believe He was brooding over this 
meeting of our General Assembly. 


——_ 


The General Assembly 


One Layman’s Appraisal 


_If each of the nearly four hundred Commis- 
sioners to the General Assembly were asked to 
write their impressions of that gathering no two 
of their reports would be alike. 


This is written, not as an exhaustive report of 
the Assembly, but as an evaluation by one indi- 
vidual of the men, who were commissioners, the 
methods or techniques used in the work of the 
Assembly and the actions taken. 


i The Men 

The story has been told of a shrewd lawyer in 
Kentucky many years ago who delivered a most 
eloquent and moving address before a jury. When 


lS 


he walked from the court room some of his friends 
remarked, “Judge, that was a wonderful talk— 
you surely won that case.’”’ His reply was, “No | 
did not. Did you see those two old fellows there 
in the front row; they are both Presbyterian 
Elders and were raised on the Shorter Catechism 
and I never impressed them at all.” 


One has but to see a group such as is usually 
found at a meeting of the General Assembly to 
recognize in them men who are solid citizens, 
This Assembly was no exception and while some 
may have had a limited knowledge of some of the 
issues being faced, no finer group of Christian 
citizens will be found anywhere. 


The Moderator 


Dr. Darby Fulton made an ideal Moderator. His 
platform presence, keen sense of humor, unfail- 
ing fairness and amazing ability to unravel parli- 
mentary tangles all were a constant source of 
gratification to the Commissioners. Dr. Wm. T. 
(“Tolly”) Thompson and Dr. J. Ross McCain 
shared in the Moderatorial chores and likewise 
endeared themselves to the Assembly. 


In the election of a Moderator our Church 
should be thankful that this high honor has never 
been sought by men in our Church. Never once 
has there been a man who “ran” for this office, 
nor do we believe that men who have sought 
this honor for their friends have at any time used 
undue solicitation for support of the one they 
favor. Again we say, may this ever be the case! 


No group of individuals probably have stronger 
convictions than we Presbyterians. This being 
true there are of necessity strong differences of 
opinion and these opinions are often very frank- 
ly expresesd. 


During this Assembly we had unusual oppor- 
tunity. to talk with men with whom we differ 
strongly and who, in some cases, do not regard 
our position on many things with favor. We ‘only 
hope that these contacts proved half as profitable 
to some with whom we talked as they proved to 
us. In a number of instances we found that.on the 
major issues in the Church we saw eye to eye. 
Again we were impressed with the divergence of 
judgment on matters of importance. At times in- 
difference to standing for essential doctrines 
amazed us. At other times we could but feel that 
personalities (pro and con) overshadowed prin- 
ciples. But, our heart was warmed again and again 
by the strong personal testimony and faith of men 
who probably never voted with us in their lives. 


The Methods 


Our General Assembly is a fine example of 
cemccreecy in action. The machinery has been 
worked out so carefully and efficiently that at 
first glance one feels lost in the workings of a 
well-oiled machine.. But, before long it is obvious 
that while practically all issues are assigned to a 
Standing Committee for consideration the, most 
arrant individualist can have his way on any and 
all issues on the full floor of the Assembly. Not 
only is this so but this opportunity for free de- 
bate brings out wisdom and leadership from un- 
expected places. While representatives on the 
various sections may seek to have their side repre- 
sented in a Standing Committee it is almost im- 
possible to “pack” any committee and even one 
individual can bring in a minority report which 
in turn may be accepted by the Assembly. 
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It is a good system and one which should be 
preserved at all costs. In fact, in these days when 
other systems have encroached on democratic 
governments to such an extent, we Presbyterians 
not only should thank God for our system of 
Church government but we should, as Christian 
citizens, maintain an ever watchful eye on those 
who offer something else to our nation. Democracy 
works in a Church and it works in a nation too 
when it is maintained. 


The Work 


Dr. Gardner, Pastor of our host church, said 
on the first night of the Assembly that their 
eook, constantly hearing of the coming of the 
General Assembly, finally asked, “When does the 
revival begin?” 


There were fires of spiritual fervor evident in 
some of the reports and work of the Assembly 
which may yet, under God’s blessing, bring a 
genuine revival to our Church. 


We were thrilled to the depths of our soul at 
some of the reports of evangelism and _ soul- 
winning in the work of the “Program of Pro- 
gress.” God’s Spirit has been working already 
in our Church and men have already caught a 
vision of a witnessing and soul-winning testimony. 
Again and again it was stressed that the primary 
aim of the Program of Progress is spiritual not 
material, and the reports we heard Friday morn- 
ing confirmed this. Personal witnessing by laymen 
has brought blessing to others and to those who 
have done the witnessing. There was a light in 
the eye of some of these men who spoke and a 
warmth in their voices which were but a reflection 
of the fire God has kindled in their hearts. Had 
we not been convinced already we had the evi- 
dence before us that God is already using the Pro- 
gram of Progress as a means of quickening the 
spiritual life of our Church. We came away with 
the prayer in our own heart that we may be but 
witnessing the beginning of the greatest spiritual 
awakening our Church has ever known. 


The Federal Council 


The overwhelming majority in favor of staying 
in the Federal Council was a disappointment to 
us. Of the sincerity of those who so voted we 
have no question. We also are sure that the great 
proportion of those who so voted did so because 
they were convinced it was the wisest course, de- 
spite the admitted mistakes of the Council, its 
often questionable leadership, and some of its long 
range policies. 


Looking back we feel that those of us who op- 
posed the Council took the wrong course at the 
Assembly. The vote of the Presbyteries fore- 
shadowed our continuing in the Council. We would 
have been wiser had we registered our protest 
and then centered our pressure on the most ob- 
jectionable features of the Council’s activities. 
As it is, on the surface the Federal Council has 
been completely vindicated and there is no official 
record of specific points of disapproval which 
might have been wholesome for the Council and 
at the same time a better testimony on this matter 
than our Church has now officially given. 


Church Union 


Within forty-eight hours after we arrived in 
Atlanta we were convinced that union with the 
Northern Presbyterian Church was further away 


than it has been for years. This judgment was de- 
rived from talks with dozens of men who had never 
in any way identified themselves with this Journal 
and who were in favor of our remaining in the 
Federal Council. Not one man in ten with whom 
we talked wanted union. Their reasons may have 
been different but they all agreed this was no 
time for union. 


Not only was this attitude prevalent but there 
was also a spirit of weariness with this agitation 
continually being forced on our Church. It was 
obvious that almost any reasonable motion against 
union would prevail. 


After numerous consultations with outstanding 
men in the Assembly it was obvious that the 
best method was one which would preclude the 
annual bringing of this issue before the Church. 
The final decision to vote for a five-year period 
during which the question of union will be dropped 
was, we feel, a wise one and the fact that the final 
vote was unanimous was more than amazing, it 
was miraculous. We believe God’s Spirit was work- 
ing and controlling in the General Assembly that 
morning, and when He is leading, the church can 
yn thank Him and seek to follow Him on into the 
uture. 


The Program Of Progress 


The blessing which has come to those congre- 
gations which have whole heartedly entered into 
the Program of Progress should be a stimulus to 
all to follow suit. Only one-third of our churches 
have done this so far. Not only is this Program 
geared to further the interests of all of the agen- 
cies of the church, it is proving a spiritual tonic 
to those individuals who share in it. Evangelism, 
visitation, personal and through revival meetings, 
all are being used to win souls and awaken us 
to our responsiblities before our Lord. 


In raising up for us Colonel Roy LeCraw God 
has given us a spiritual leader with both feet on 
the ground. This may sound like an unusual testi- 
mony but in him we have a man with spiritual 
vision and at the same time blessed with sanctified 
common sense. Had the entire church had the 
privilege of hearing his address before the As- 
sembly on Sunday afternoon we believe the chal- 
lenge of Christ as the only answer for every need 
would be fully appreciated and acted upon. 


In this stressing of evangelism as the central 
and paramount task of the church, Dr. H. 4. 
Thompson shared in making clear to all what this 
means—soul winning. He brought to the platform 
a group whom God has wonderfully used during 
the past year. Some of the sentences we heard 
and which typified their talks were: “There is no 
substitute for a heart of love’; “A heart on fire 
can win souls’; “Not join the Church but join 
Christ, not rejoin the Church but rejoin Christ,” 
etc., etc. 


Dr. McCorkle told of a deacon who was led to 
visit a friend in his office and who said: “I 
have come to tell you what Christ means to me.” 
He was rebuffed again and again with the words: 
“I am not interested.” Finally, he was told he 
might come back the next morning, but, with 
the warning: “I am not interested in what you 
have to say.” The next morning the one visited 
met his friend with these words: “I could not 


sleep last night and I finally got right with God, 
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You should see my wife this morning, come in and 
tell me more about Him.” 


A sidelight on the Program of Progress was 
the word of increased tithing. One minister re- 
ported that eighteen out of twenty of his officers 
are now tithing. This may be evidence of the oft 
repeated statement: “Convert a man’s pocketbook 
and you will find his heart is converted too.” 


Taking the reports of the Assembly agencies 
as a whole, they seemed more vital than ever 
before, more concerned with spiritual objectives. 
Money was incidental and a means to accomplish 
certain ends only. During one short period of 
time we heard the following remarks from speak- 
ers: “Praying all night.” “Praying about it.” 
“Organizing out-post Sunday Schools.” “I will put 
the Lord first.” “Doing something for the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 


One final observation on the present work of 
our Church; There is a marked increased emphasis 
on harnessing the laymen in the spiritual task of 
the church. Laymen are being encouraged to share 
in witnessing, soul winning, preaching in vacant 
churches. This will prove a blessing to the laymen, 
to the local churches and to the communities as 
a whole. Some one said, “What a layman needs 
is a personal spiritual experience which he then 
puts into practice in personal evangelism, consci- 
ous of his stewardship of time, abilities and 
money, and Christian growth which included pray- 
er and Bible study, attendance at Church and 
constant working for the Lord.” This we con- 
sider a most valid statement. 


Highlights 


The address of Dr. J. McDowell Richards on 
the Negro and our Negro Work was one of the 
most masterful and moving addresses we have 
ever heard. This impression was wide-spread in 
the Assembly and as a result the address was 
ordered published in pamphlet form and will be 
available through our Committee on Publication. 
Copies may be secured from the offices of this 
Journal. 


Foreign Missions: The statistical reports were 
the most encouraging ever presented. Shadows in 
the Far East emphasize the need for more earnest 
and sustained prayer, not only for our mission- 
aries out there but also for the Christians and 
the future of Christianity in these lands. Dr. 
William Elliott’s Friday night address on some 
of his impressions of the Far East ended with 
an impassioned plea for the outpouring of our 
prayers, our children and our money in the cause 
of world evangelism. 


Overtures 


No where than in the matter of overtures and 
their disposition is the democratic process more in 
evidence. There were nearly eighty overtures this 
year and they were handled by the various Stand- 
ing Committees and recommendations as to the 
answer to be given were brought in to the As- 
sembly. It seemed to us that a number of these 
overtures would never have been originated had 


our Book of Church Order been more clearly 
understood. 


_The two overtures from Meridian Presbytery 
with reference to church property were vigorously 
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debated on the floor of the General Assembly and 
they were defeated by the narrow margin of 199 
to 177. While the suggested solution may not have 
been the proper one and while ours is definitely 
a Presbyterian form of government, the fact re. 
mains that some Christian plan of provision for 
minorities or local groups will have to be evolved, 
Previous Assemblies have recognized this point, 


The question of teaching Bible in the schools 
was debated and an almost unanimous action taken 
approving the continued teaching of the Bible 
where this is done in accordance with our consti- 
tutional rights on a nonsectarian line. This matter 
was also referred to the Executive Committee of 
Christian Education for further action and advice, 


The report of the Permanent Committee on the 
Minister and His Work and that of the Standing 
Committee evoked considerable discussion and some 
of the major suggestions of this Committee were 
overwhelmingly voted down by the Assembly. To 
our mind the most objectionable suggestion was 
one dealing with a questionnaire for optional use 
in checking on the efficiency of a local church. 
While much in the three page questionnaire was 
valuable its projected use could in time well lead 
to an intolerable situation. The Presbyteries al- 
ready have all the machinery necessary for hand- 
ling local problems. It seemed to us that the final 
disposition of this matter was a wise one, leaving 
the use of the questions to the optional use of 
the minister or session of a local church. 


One overture which brought out a great deal 
of discussion was that having to do with remunera- 


tion of retired ministers and its effect on their 
annuity. 


In our judgment this was clearly and adequately 
answered by the statement of Dr. Boggs. If all 
ministers who are retired understand that hon- 
orariums and remunerations for services over a 
short period of time are allowed and even en- 
couraged, we feel this question would be satis- 
factorily answered in their minds. 


Incidents 


Dr. Andrew Byrd’s brief but forceful talk on 
the work of the Lord’s Day Alliance. It was 
greatly needed and very impressive. 


Dr. Wilkes Dendy’s report on his work as Judge 
of the Juvenile Court in Dalton, Ga. He impressed 
us aS a man who combines Humor and common 
sense with Christian love “on the hoof.” His po- 
sition as pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
and Judge of the Juvenile Court entitles him to 
due deference but he _ is affectionately called 
“Shorty” by some of the local citizens. 


The report on Woman’s Work stated that “ten 
former Auxiliary Presidents have died during the 
past year and two Synodical Presidents have joined 
the Church Triumphant.” One commissioner arose 
to ask what had become of the other eight. 


The morning worship services were helpful but 
we frankly do not care for the liturgical forms pre- 
pared for use of the Assembly. We believe spon- 
taneous worship is more effective and also more 
in keeping with Presbyterian tradition. 


The efficient running of the General Assembly 
requires a certain continuity of experience and 
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information which is epitomized in our Stated 
Clerk, Dr. E. C. Scott. His work at this Assembly 
was efficient and helpful as always and the As- 
sembly took note of the increased burdens of his 
office by voting him the additional help which he 
so greatly needs and so richly deserves. 


Finally 
In our judgment it was a good meeting. None 
saw all of the actions taken which they may have 
desired. But, we believe God was there and that 
He was overruling in the affairs of our Church. 
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The things which we saw and heard which en- 
couraged us so far outweighed those which dis- 
couraged us that we came away with a heart full 
of thankfulness and the prayer that we might be 
—= fully used to further the work of His King- 

om. 


How better can this be done than in daily living 
for Him, to the end that many who now do not 
know our Saviour may come to a like precious 
—L.N.B. 


faith? 


General Assembly Of The Presbyterian 
Church In The United States 


For the fifth time in the eighty-eight years of 
our Church’s history the General Assembly 
transacted its business in Atlanta. This should not 
surprise us when we consider its geographical lo- 
cation and the warm hospitality of its citizens. 


On May 18, 1882 the General Assembly met in 
the First Presbyterian Church of Atlanta. At this 
meeting Dr. Joseph R. Wilson, Stated Clerk, re- 


ported that our Church had 123,806 communi- 
cants. 


On May 17, 1900, the General Assembly met 
in the Central Presbyterian Church of Atlanta. 
The Assembly deliberated for nine days. How- 
ever, only 57 pages were necessary to record these 
negotiations. The record shows that at the turn of 
the century our Church numbered only 225,890 
souls. 


The 53rd General Assembly met in the North 
Avenue Presbyterian Church May 15, 1913. A 
steady growth of our Church was noted and at 
this meeting Dr. J. D. Leslie, Stated Clerk, re- 
vealed that our Church has grown to a member- 
ship of 300,771. 


The 68th General Assembly met in the Cen- 
tral Presbyterian Church May 17, 1928. By this 
time our Church jubilantly reported 444,657 com- 
municants. 


The 88th Assembly at the invitation of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Atlanta convened 
for business Thursday, May 27, 1948. Dr. William 
V. Gardner, pastor of the Church led the de- 
votional exercises and gave an address of welcome 
to the Commissioners of the Assembly. Mr. Dallas 
Donaldson, Chairman of the Centennial Commit- 
tee, presented a brief history of the First Church 
and declared that this Church has stood for. the 
faith as solid as a rock through the years. Deacon 
Dan I. MelIntryre, Chairman of the Entertain- 
ment Committee, who extended the invitation last 
year at Montreat, gave a most’ enthusiastic 
message of welcome and pedged his services to 
the comfort of the Commissioners. This pledge 
was faithfully observed and Mr. McIntyre was 





By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


on hand at all times to minister to the needs of 
the members of the Assembly. Dr. Gardner, the 
pastor, the Rev. J. Davidson Philips, assistant pas- 
tor, and Mr. McIntyre and his Committee were 
tireless in their efforts in discharging their re- 
sponsibilities as hosts of the Assembly. They were 
thoughtful and gracious in their Christian hospi- 
tality. They anticipated and provided for every 
need of the Commissioners and guests of the As- 
sembly. 


Dr. John R. Cunningham, retiring Moderator, 
preached the opening sermon and used as his sub- 
ject, “Concerning Christ and the Church.’ His ser- 
mon gave an analysis of the nature and mission 
of the Church of Christ and its function in our 
generation. He emphasized that Christ constituted 
His Church to proclaim God’s love, minister to 
human needs, and carry the Gospel of Christ to 
every land. In this discourse Dr. Cunningham in- 
formed the Assembly that our Southern Presby- 
terian Church under the blessings of God is able 
to report 638,653 communicants for 1948. When 
we compare this figure with our membership 
when the Assembly met in this Church in 1882 
the rate of growth is phenomenal. 


Election Of The Moderator 


The retiring Moderator, having constituted the 
Assembly with prayer, announced that the first 
item on the docket was the election of the Modera- 
tor. Three Commissioners were nominated to this 
position. 


Dr. Frank C. Brown, pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Dallas, Texas, placed in nomi- 
nation the name of Dr. W. T. Thompson of Rich- 
mond, Virginia. Dr. Brown stated that Dr. Thomp- 
son was a Christian and a churchman and that he 
would be in position to perform the duties of 
Moderator during the year. He urged his nomina- 
tion on the basis of Dr. Thompson’s eminence in 
the field of religious education. He declared, “We 
shall do honor to the cause of religious education 
if we elect Dr. Thompson.” This nomination was 
seconded by Dr. Frank Price, a retired missionary 
and a former Moderator of our Church. He urged 
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Thompson’s election on the basis of his maturity 
and wide experience. 


Dr. J. P. McCallie of Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
nominated Dr. C. Darby Fulton, the Executive 
Secretary of Foreign Missions. Dr. McCallie stated 
that he was a Ruling Elder who desired to nomi- 
nate a minister to this position. He informed the 
Assembly that he had known Dr. Fulton for 33 
years and affirmed, “I have never seen a greater 
executive. He is a man of unusual courage. He 
is loyal to the whole Word of God and his leader- 
ship can be safely trusted by the whole Church.” 
Dr. McCallie also pointed out that no Executive 
Secretary of Foreign Missions had ever been elect- 
ed as Moderator in the history of our Church 
and since this is Foreign Mission year it is fitting 
that the Assembly should elect Dr. Fulton. Dr. 
L. Nelson Bell, prominent surgeon of Asheville, 
N. C., and former medical missionary to China, 
ably seconded the nomination of Dr. Fulton. He 
stated that “Dr. Fulton is a missionary statesman 
par excellence. He has a wide knowledge of the 
Church and through his leadership our Church 


will be brought into a state of balance and well 


being.” 


Dr. Marshall C. Dendy of Orlando, Florida, 
nominated Dr. J. R. McCain, President of Agnes 
Scott College. He sought the nomination of Dr. 
McCain on the basis of his conspicuous service 
in the field of Christian stewardship. He told the 
Assembly that Dr. McCain was a devoted church- 
man, a wise counsellor, and a great leader. Colonel 
C. R. Endsley of Sweetwater, Tennessee, seconded 
this nomination and stated that Dr. McCain had 
the ability to solve the knotty problems con- 
fronting our Church. 


The stated clerk distributed the ballots for the 
Assembly to express its preference concerning 
three esteemed Commissioners. When the tabu- 
lation was made the record showed Thompson 
133, Fulton 135, and McCain 103. It was neces- 
sary therefore to have a second ballot and the 
clerk announced that Dr. Fulton received 189 
votes and Dr. Thompson 183. Dr. McCallie escort- 
ed Dr. Fulton to the Moderational chair. In re- 
sponse to his election Dr. Fulton declared, ‘This 
is a moment of deep humility and warm appreci- 
ation. I pledge you herewith the best effort of 
which I am capable.” 


Assistant Clerks 


Dr. E. C. Scott, the stated clerk, placed in 
nomination the names of the Rev. P. J. Garrison, 
Jr., Rev. Alex M. Mitchell, Rev. Alexander Henry, 
and Rev. J. H. Gailey as assistant clerks. These 
men were experienced in this field of service and 
the Assembly elected them by acclamation. 


Dr. E. C. Scott was elected by the Assembly 
for another three-year term. The Moderator was 
instructed to cast a unanimous vote for Dr. Scott 
to succeed himself. There were expressions given 
concerning Dr. Scott’s efficiency in this important 
office of the Church. 


Standing Committees 


Friday morning the stated clerk announced the 
following chairmen of Standing Committees. 


1. Bills and Overtures: J. R. Cunningham. 
2. Judicial Business: Colonel C. R. Endsley. 


. Stewardship: W. A. L. Sibley. 

. Inter-Church Relations: Frank C. Brown 
. Foreign Missions: J. P. McCallie. 

. Home Missions: E. B. McGukin. 


. Christian Education and Ministerial Relief: 
M. C. Dendy. 


. Religious Education and Publication: J. R, 
McCain. 


. Evangelism: W. T. Thompson. 

. Finance Budget and Rules: B. K. Tenney. 
. Synodical Records: L. L. McCutchen. 

. Christian Relations: Frank P. Anderson. 
. Minister and His Work: A. L. Currie. 

. Radio: Robert L. McLeod. 

. Woman’s Work: John S. Land. 

. War Relief: W. J. Millard. 

. Theological Seminaries: G. T. Gillespie. 


. Training School for Lay Workers: Wm. H. 
McCorkle. 


. Negro Work: Hugh Bradley. 


. Mountain Retreat Association: 
Johnston. 


. American Bible Society: G. W. Gideon. 
. Historical Foundation: Henry M. Brimm. 
. The Sabbath: William C. Robinson. 

. Thanks. Robert S. Sanders. 


Thomas P. 


Fraternal Delegates 


The Assembly heard with pleasure this year 
three fraternal delegates. Dr. Stuart Nye Hutchi- 
son, represented the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. 
Dr. Hutchison was at one time a minister in our 
Church having served in Norfolk, Virginia, for 
11 years. He is now the pastor emeritus of the 
East Liberty Presbyterian Church of Pitstburgh. 
Dr. C. C. Hawthorne, pastor of the Wallace Me- 
morial Presbyterian Church of Washington, D. C., 
was a fraternal delegate from the United Presby- 
terian Church. He brought greetings from this 
sister Church and expressed his admiration for 
the Southern Presbyterian Church. Dr. Mark B. 
Grier of Old Providence, Virginia, represented the 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church. His 
cordial greetings were warmly received. 


Stewardship 


Dr. James G. Patton, Jr., submitted the 17th 
annual report of the Committee on Stewardship. 
This report was for the fiscal year April 1, 1947- 
March 31, 1948. Dr. Patton declared, “Figures do 
tell a story and we thank God for the fact that 
in the year just past the giving of our Church 
has surpassed that of any year in its history, both 
as to total amounts given and as to amounts 
contributed per capita. God is pouring out upon 
our Church such a spirit of liberality as He 
poured out upon the Church of Macedonia. Chris- 
tian Stewardship to a host of Presbyterians is no 
longer a strange-sounding phrase but a rule of 
life. There has been during the past year a defi- 
nite revival of the tithe and the separated portion 
and men are finding a richer life in a more definite 
sharing with Christ.” 


Dr. Patton reported that he gave much of his 
time this past year to the Program of Progress. 
In the interest of this progressive movement of 
our Church he visited every section of our As- 

(Continued on Page 18) 
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At Mount Sinai Israel was constituted the theo- 
cratic nation. She was a chosen and peculiar peo- 
ple, separated unto God to be a nation of kings 
and priests, and to be characterized by holiness. 
When finally Israel came into the promised land, 
she was to be a light to lighten the Gentiles 
and to point the world to the true salvation which 
was to come from her midst. Israel, however, de- 
sired to become like the nations around about. 
She became noted, not for her zeal and devotion 
to the Lord, but for the hardness of her heart, 
and for her religious apostasy. So great, indeed, 
did the sin of Israel become, that it was best that 
she come to the end of her existence as the 
theocracy. 


Consequently, there appeared upon the scene 
of history the period known as the wrath or in- 
dignation of God (Daniel 8:19). In other words 
the anger of God was poured out upon His chosen 
people. In His hands the nations of the earth 
were used as tools or instruments to accomplish 
His purpose. Hence, the mighty power of Babylonia 
moved westward, and Judah was taken captive. re- 
moved far from her own land. No doubt the king 
of Babylon thought that he was acting in his own 
strength. In reality, however, he was but an in- 
strument to carry out the purposes of God. So, the 
wrath of men is made to praise Him. 


Thus, God’s anger was visited upon His chosen 
people. And Daniel, living in exile at Babylon, 
realized this fact and mourned because of the sin- 
fulness of his people. Unto God he prayed: “We 
have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have 
done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by de- 
parting from Thy precepts and from Thy judg- 
ments: Neither have we hearkened unto Thy ser- 
vants the prophets, which spake in Thy name to 
our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all 
the people of the land” (Dan. 8:5-6). These words 
of Daniel’s prayer characterize accurately the 
times. The people had come into exile because 
they had sinned. The exile, in other words, is to 
be regarded as a period in which the wrath of 
God was visited upon His people. 


Daniel The Prophet 


Not only, however, is the exile to be considered 
as the visitation of indignation, it also was a 
period when the Lord performed some of His great 
miracles in the presence of heathen powers. The 
exile in fact was the third great period of miracles 
in Biblical history. It was necessary to show the 
superiority of the God of Israel over the gods of 
Babylon. There must be destroyed the delusion 
that the God of the Israelites was just another 
local, limited, tribal deity. Hence, during the exile 
great miracles were performed. Three miracles are 
recorded in the book of Daniel; the episode of the 
fiery furnace, the handwriting on the wall of 
Belshazzar’s palace and the deliverance from the 
den of lions. 
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Not only, however, were great miracles per- 


of the heathen must be destroyed, we find that 
during the captivity, stress was placed upon revela- 
tions which had to do with the future. This is 
particularly true in the book of Daniel. It was 
necessary to show, not only by miracle, but also 
by predictive prophecy that whereas the nations of 
this earth would someday come to an end, the 
Lord of heaven would erect a kingdom which should 
never be destroyed. In order to present this idea 
to the heathen world, Daniel -was brought upon 
the scene. And it is necessary to understand this 
fundamental task which Daniel had to perform 
so that we may also rightly understand the po- 
sition of Daniel himself. 


Daniel therefore, was not a prophet, in the 
ordinary sense of the word. In fact, in the old 
Jewish reckoning and classification of the Old 
Testament books, Daniel is not placed among the 
prophets. The present writer believes that this 
classification is a correct one. The book of Daniel 
does not belong among the prophets for the 
reason that Daniel himself was not a prophet 
in the technical sense. 


What, we may ask, was a prophet? A prophet 
was a man raised up of God among the Israelites 
to declare the word of God unto the nation. In 
other words he was a mediator between God and 
the people. There were in ancient Israel two 
kinds of mediators. On the one hand, there was 
the priest who represented the people before 
God, and on the other, there was the prophet 
who represented God before the people. Just as 
at Mount Sinai Moses had stood between the 
people and God and had declared the word of 
God unto the people, so the prophet also would 
declare the word of God to the people. This 
is therefore the essential element in the office 
of prophet. The prophet was a mediator who 
spoke the exact word of the Lord unto the people. 
“T will -place My word in his mouth,” said the 
Lord in Deuteronomy, “and he shall declare all 
that which I command him.” This is an excellent 
definition of a prophet. Now, it must be evident 
that Daniel did not do this. Daniel was not a 
mediator between God and the Israelites. His mes- 
sage indeed was not delivered to them directly. 
Rather, Daniel’s ministry was at a heathen court, 
so that he might declare to the successive monarchs 
that the kingdoms of this world are temporal and 
fleeting but that the kingdom of God should en- 
dure forever. We may note that Daniel’s early 
training and preparation were directed toward 
this end. He was to be a statesman, and he stands 
forth as the example of what a true statesman 
should be. He was a man of courage and convic- 
tions, and by his example could cause men to 
heed his words. 


At this point an objection may arise. Does not 
the New Testament, it might be asked, speak of 
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Daniel the prophet? And this question we must of 
course answer in the affirmative. The New Testa- 
ment does indeed speak of him as a prophet 
(Matthew 24:15). But what does the New Testa- 
ment mean by this designation? In answering 
this question we would say that the word prophet 
in Matthew is used in a broad sense. Daniel of 
course did prophesy. He did indeed possess the 
prophetic gift. Of that there can be no question. 
But he did not occupy the prophetic office. The 
New Testament, then, in speaking of Daniel as a 
prophet, had reference simply to the gift of 
prophecy which he possessed, and not at all to 
the office of prophet. In this sense, it is perfectly 
-in harmony with the other facts which we have 
been considering. That this is indeed the case 
appears also from the fact that the New Testa- 
ment calls Balaam a prophet (2 Peter 2:16). 
Here it is obvious that the reference can be only 
to the prophetic gift which Balaam possessed. 
Not hy any stretch of the imagination can Balaam 
be regarded as having occupied the prophetic 
oifice in Israel. And so it was with Daniel. He 
was a great statesman upon whom the Svpirit 
of God had come, and to whom the Spirit had 
spoken of those things which were to take place 
in the latter days. 


The Life Of Daniel 


When but a youth, possibly only fourteen years 
of age, Daniel, during the third year of Jehoiakim, 
king of Judah, was taken captive by Nebuchadnez- 
zar and brought to the land of Babylon. At the 
court in Babylon he received the name of Belte- 
shazzar, and was instructed in the wisdom and 
science of the Chaldeans. Daniel, howeVer, laid it 
upon his heart that he should not defile himself 
with the daily assignment of the king nor with 
the wine which the king drank. Even in his period 
of training, therefore, Daniel decided to remain 
steadfast to the Lord. The reason why he re- 
solved to abstain from the daily portion of the 
king, was not that the partaking of this food 
and wine would in itself have been sinful, but it 
was because this food and drink had probably 
been consecrated by a heathenish religious rite. 
Hence, to have partaken, would in a measure 
have been to give approval to that which Daniel 
knew to be false. It would have been a denial 
of the Lord, and this Daniel would not have done. 


A word must be said about the manner in which 
Daniel acts. He displays no rudeness or fanaticism, 
but acts as a true Christian. He calmly and 
courteously states his purpose to the chief cham- 
berlain. Evidently, the Lord had revealed to 
Daniel that He would be with him. Consequently, 
Daniel eats the simpler fare, and appears better 
than those who have partaken of the king’s daily 
appointment. This is the first manifestation of 
the triumph of God’s grace in Babylon. As a 
result, Daniel and his three companions appear 
before the king and distinguish themselves by 
their ability. To Daniel in particular God gave 
gifts in the understanding of mysteries and the 
interpretation of dreams. 


Daniel was soon enabled to employ these re- 
markable gifts in the interpretation of two dreams 
Nebuchadnezzar, the monarch. He was made to be 
a ruler over the province of Babylon and chief 
of the governors over its wise men. When Belshaz- 
zar was upon the throne, Daniel received a won- 
drous revelation concerning the future. Four great 
kingdoms were to come, but these would be tem- 
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poral and not universal. The God of heaven would 
erect a fifth kingdom, which not only is_to be 
universal, but will also endure forever. During 
the third year of Belshazzar’s reign, two years 
after this previous revelation had been given, 
Daniel revealed another revelation which had to 
do primarily with the two great empires which 
were to succeed the kingdom of Babylon (chapter 
eight). Then finally, during the last year of his 
reign, Daniel was privileged to interpret a re- 
markable writing for Belshazzar. The king was at 
a feast when God made known through the mi- 
raculous writing upon the wall, that his days were 
numbered, and the kingdom was at an end. That 
very night was Belshazzar the king of the Chal- 
eans slain. 


Under the reign of Darius the Mede, Daniel 
was placed in the den of lions and delivered by 
a miracle. In this same year also he received the 
remarkable revelation concerning the seventy 
weeks. Under the third year of Cyrus God gave 
to Daniel further information concerning the 
future. Apparently Daniel did not return to Pales- 
tine with his people, but remained in Babylon, 
with the assurance that he would spend his last 
days in peace and await the resurrection at the 
end of the days. 


Such, in brief, is the life of this great states- 
man of God. Although not much has been re- 
vealed concerning his life, nevertheless, we know 
enough to say that he was a man in whom there 
was no guile. He was an honest man, a man of 
priceless convictions. It is indeed around such 
men that God builds His Church and carries out 
His purposes. God grant to us today more men 
of this stalwart character! 
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Lesson For July 4: Micaiah— 
A Prophet Of Israel 


Scripture: I Kings 22:1-40; Devotional Reading: 
Psalms 138:1-8. 


Jehoshaphat was a good kins but he made one 
most unfortunate mistake: he made an alliance 
with Ahab, king of Israel, one of the most wicked 
of all their wicked kings. He was weak, as well as 
wicked, and was dominated by his demon-like wife. 
Jezebel. Jehoshaphat also married his son, Jehoram, 
to the daughter of Ahab, and this unholy alliance 
led to a terrible period of apostasy in Judah. 


The Lord remonstrated with Jehoshaphat in 
these words (See II Charonicles 19:2): “Shouldest 
thou help the ungodly, and love those that hate 
a — therefore is wrath upon thee from before 
the Lord.” 


This mistake of the good king is one of the most 
common mistakes which the followers of God make. 
Christian nations ally themselves with ungodly, 
and even heathen nations, in order to win a war, 
forgetting to depend upon God for help and pro- 
tection. In World War I we were allied with the 
heathen nation, Japan; in World War II, with the 
ungodly and atheistic nation Russia. We can easily 
see now the consequences of these alliances. Why 
cannot Christian nations—if there be any nations 
that can claim that name—why cannot nations 
that at least pretend to be Christian, trust God in- 
stead of making entangling leagues with nations 
that deny our God? Israel and Judah were con- 
stantly doing this very thing. They would lean upon 
Syria, Assyria, Egypt; and find that it led to 
confusion, defeat and apostasy. 


This is not only true of nations: the church is 
often guilty of the same thing. When the church 
and the world made a compact in the days of Con- 
stantine, there was great rejoicing, but the result 
was disastrous for the church, and led to the period 
called “The Dark Ages.” The church found itself 
enmeshed in all sorts of unholv enterprises—wars 
included—and became a cats’ ~aw for the political 
leaders of Europe. We cannot insist too much upon 
the complete separation of Church and State. 


Business men make the same error. A ~cdly man 
will take as his partner a man who cares nothing 
for Christ or the Church, and this can easily lead 
to comnromises and practices unworthy of a 
Christian. 


Paul exhorts Christians to marry only “in the 
Lord,” and many a heart-ache and sorrow would 
have been avoided if young Christians had listened 
to these wise words. 


Jehoshaphat is an example of one who got him- 
self and his people into all sorts of trouble be- 
cause he “helped the ungodly, and loved those 
that hate the Lord.” 


In the chapter before us (See also II Chron. 18) 
we see how this worked out in the battle with 
Syria over the recovery of Ramoth-Gilead. 
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Jehoshaphat comes on a visit to Ahab, and: 
that wily king suggests the camnaign to recover 
Ramoth-Gilead. He seemed to think that now was 
an opportune time for such a stroke. Notice Je- 
hoshaphat’s answer, “I am as thou art, my people 
as thy people, my horses as thy horses.” Without 
consulting God, he pledges unlimited support to 
the king of Israel. Have not our modern leaders 
done the same thing in these days? 


But the godly king must have had a troubled 
conscience. He now wants to enquire of the Lord. 
Let us notice that he made his memorable answer 
to Ahab first and then sought the Lord. Why. 
Oh Why, did he not ask God first, and he would 
have been told, no doubt, to steer clear of any 
league with Ahab. We often pray that God will 
be on our side: would it not be better to prav that 
we mav always be on the Lord’s side? Certainly 
it would have been wiser for Jehoshaphat to find 
out God’s will first. 


Ahab calls together about 400 prophets and they 
all with one accord say, “Go up for the Lord shall 
deliver it into the hand of the king.” It 1s so easy 
to preach what people want us to preach. 


We do not know what it was about these men 
that failed to satisfy Johoshaphat. They may have 
been so apparently “Yes-men,” that he could not 
but see their falseness. At any rate, he asks, “is 
there not a prophet of the Lord besides that we 
may enquire of him?” Ahab’s answer is character- 
istic of every evil-minded ruler: “There is yet one 
man, Micaiah—but I hate him, for he does not 
prophesy good concerning me.” Ungodly rulers 
hate men—and fear men—who tell them the truth. 
Bloody Queen Mary hated and feared John Knox, 
more than an army of ten thousand men. Ahab 
hated Elijah, and called him his enemv. There 
are a few exceptions to this rule: wicked rulers with 
exceptional ability have honored those who were 
fearless enough to rebuke them to their faces. 
This seems to have been true of several of the 
Eastern monarchs with whom Daniel had contact. 
It is related of one of the outstanding rulers of 
Germany that he praised one of his generals who 
had dared to rebuke him when he ridiculed the 
Christian faith in his presence. But Ahab had no 
streak of manliness, or fairness. 


Miecaiah is called, and strongly advised to fail 
in line with the other prophets (verses 13, 14). 
He, in a rather flippant manner at first replies in 
the formula of the false prophets, “Go and prosper: 
for the Lord shall deliver it into the hand of the 
king.”” The king immediately sees that he is not 
speaking what is in his mind, so he adjures him to 
speak the truth, and he tells the king: “I saw Israel 
scattered upon the hills as sheep that have no 
shepherd.” Then he goes on to enlarge upon his 
answer and warn him that these prophets are being 
guided by “a lying spirit.” 


As a consequence of his courage, Michaiah is 
smitten by one of the false prophets, Zedekiah, 
and Ahab orders him to be put in prison and fed 
with the bread of affliction until he should come 
again in peace. We wonder what king Jehoshaphat 
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was thinking, and why he did not speak up in de- 
fense of Micaiah. Do unholy associations sap all the 
moral courage from men? 


We still treat God’s prophets in this shameful 
way. Many in Germany who refused to speak good 
concerning Hitler were put in concentration camps 
and were handled worse than Ahab treated Micaiah. 


The two kings go up to battle. Ahab, a coward 
as well as a wicked man, disguises himself. Je- 
hoshaphat wears his royal regalia, and is almost 
killed in battle, being mistaken for Ahab. God is 
ruling in this battle, both to protect the good and 
to punish the bad. A man draws a bow at a venture 
and smites Ahab, and Elijah’s terrible prophecy 
concerning him is fulfilled. “And one washed the 
chariot in the pool of Samaria; and the dogs licked 
up his blood; and they washed his armor; accord- 
ing to the word of the Lord which he spake.” 
When that fearless prophet met Ahab after the in- 
famous affair of Naboth’s vineyard, he had said to 
him, “‘Thus saith the Lord, In the place where the 
dogs licked the blood of Naboth, shall dogs lick thy 
blood, even thine” “So the king died—and the dogs 
licked the blood.” 


We have in this lesson another striking illustra- 
tion of the truth spoken by Dr. G. Campbell 
Morgan when he said that in nine cases out of ten, 
the majority is wrong and the minority right. This 
was true in the case of the twelve spies sent to spy 
out the land: the majority report, made by the 
ten, was wrong, and the minority report made by 
Caleb and Joshua, was right. The majority in this 
incident was overwhelming—400 to 1—and yet 
Micaiah was right. 


It is very important to have “freedom of speech,” 
but in our country where we do not often put 
men in jail for speaking what is in their mind, yet 
we often ridicule them and say all the mean things 
we can about them. We make it hard for those 
who do not “fall in line” with the popular cry. 


We need men like Micaiah today. It takes moral 
courage of a high type to go against the majority, 
but let us always remember that 


“He is a slave who dare not be, 
In the right with two or three.” 


If the Lord is on our side—or, to put it better 
—if we are on His side, we can rest assured 
that results will show the truth. 


May we close with a word from our Devotional 
Reading, (Psalm 138)? “The Lord will perfect 
that which concerneth me.” If we are true to Him 
and to the voice and vision from Heaven, we need 
not fear: time will vindicate us, even though che 
majority is 400 to 1. 





Lesson For July 11: Bezalel— 
The Craftsman 


Scripture: Exodus 31:1-11; 35:30-39; .43; II 
Chronicles 1:5. Devotional Reading: Exodus 20:1- 
17. 


Sometimes we forget a part of the Fourth Com- 
mandment: we think of it as enjoining rest on the 
Sabbath Day—and that is the prominent part of 
the commandment—and forget that it also says 
(Ex. 20:9): “Six days shalt thou labor, and do 
all thy work.” Faithful, diligent work for six days 
fits us for the rest of the seventh. When we work 


. 


hard we need rest of mind or body, or both, and 
we find it easier to keep the Sabbath. 


We are concerned today with faithful work, 
and with men who are endowed with skill to do 
this sort of work. God not only gives men brains jn 
their heads, but skill in their hands and finger 
tips: the two should go together. Our memory selec- 
tion says, “‘Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do 
it with thy might.” We have the supreme example 
of Christ Himself, the superb Carpenter of Naz- 
— and of Paul, the great apostle, and tent- 
maker. 


The man we study in our lesson is one of the 
minor characters of the Bible, but a very important 
person in the building of the Tabernacle. 


I. A Craftsman: Called and Equipped: Exodus 
31:1-11. We usually think of a preacher as being 
“called” to his work: let us remember that God 
calls men for all sorts of service in His Kingdom. 
Bezalel was as definitely called to his work, as 
Moses was to his, and the others who were to help 
him. 


May we emphasize this important truth. There 
are, as Paul tells us, many kinds of work to be 
done in the church. All cannot be Apostles, or even 
preachers and leaders: most of us have a minor 
place and more lowly work to do. Would it not be 
a very wise thing for each one of us when con- 
verted to ask as Paul did, “Lord, what wouldest 
thou have me to do?” Is it not often true that we 
fail to find the small but very important work for 
which we are fitted because we are looking for a 
big job? Or perhaps, we fail to see the tremendous 
importance of these smaller jobs? Let us put our- 
selves in the attitude of willing obedience, listen- 
ing for the voice of God as He directs us into the 
field of service for which He has selected us. 


Bezalel was not only called, but equipped: “I 
have filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, 
and in understanding, and in knowledge and in all 
manner of workmanship.” It takes lots of skill to do 
the work that Bezalel was called to do. The Taber- 
nacle, God’s dwelling-place, was to be built. The 
Plan, and minute directions for carrying out the 
Plan, were given by God Himself to His servant 
Moses. The Great Architect gave the “Blue-print,” 
so to speak, to Moses in the Mount, but the man 
to carry out these directions was a simple crafts- 
man down in the camp. The Tent was to be made, 
and elaborately embroidered; the furniture of the 
Tabernacle contructed, and all the vessels to be 
used in the service of God. The garments for the 
priests, with the beautifully adorned dress of the 
High Priest, who was a type of Christ, and had 
to have raiment typical of his office, were all 
to be made. It was a most difficult and particular 
undertaking. No ordinary carpenter, or craftsman, 
could do the work. Nothing like it had ever been 
done before. 


Let us remember that the work of God de- 
mands our best, but our best is not sufficient— 
who is sufficient?—and it must be supplemented, 
or rather supplanted, by the wisdom which comes 
down from above. We suppose that Bezalel was a 
good worker to begin with, for God usually chooses 
such material, but he was not equal to the task. 
He had to be divinely equipped. No matter how 
talented we are naturally, we need, and must have, 
the touch of God to make us sufficient for these 
things. It is just as important for those who do the 
kind of work that Bazelel did to be fitted for their 
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task, 2s for the man in the place of leadership, 
like Moses. 


Il. Faithful and Diligent: Exodus 35:30 - 39-43. 
Moses was wise enough to delegate this work to the 
man who was called and equipped to do it. (See 
verses 35:30 - 35). He did not burden himself un- 
necessarily with the oversight of the work. He 
realized that here was a man—together with other 
men—whom God had selected. Moses was called 
and equipped marvelously with his position of lead- 
ership, but he was not a “craftsman,” and he most 
gladly and willingly turned this part over to the 
man fitted for the task. 


Cannot we preachers learn a lesson here? Is it 
not possible for us to unduly interfere and try to 
carry the load meant for other shoulders—shouiders 
better able to carry the load? The apostles recug- 
nized this danger and selected, under the guidance 
of the Spirit, those who could help in the duties 
which were becoming too onerous for them. We 
have known preachers who have worn themseives 
out and almost wrecked themselves nervously try- 
ing to do what others in the church could have du.ie 
much better. The tendency today is to so over- 


crowd the preacher with all sorts of jobs so that he- 


has to neglect his prayer-life, his preaching, or his 
pastoral work. We are sure that God can and will 
use the many capable and fatihful “craftsmen” 
that are idle in the church, waiting for us to give 
them a chance. 


The following chapters describe in detail the work 
of Bezalel and those associated with him. 


Before we take up this, however, let us notice 
the wonderful way in which the people as a whole 
supported this building program. The things to be 
made would require a tremendous amount of 
gold and silver and other materials. So eager and 
enthusiastic were the people that we are told in 
36:1-7 that they had to issue orders that no more 
work should be done or offerings brought. “For 
the stuff they had was sufficient for all the 
work to make it, and too much.” 


These skilled craftsmen needed the services and 
the offerings of all. It is a delight to work for those 
who are so ready to help. This was a case of 
“hilarious giving.” Suppose Bezalel had had to 
stop and make a special appeal every once in a 
while. Would it not have a great drawback and 
discouragement? 


We will now briefly consider some of the costly 
and beautiful things which these wise-hearted 
and gifted men made. 


There was first of all the Tent itself. It was no 
ordinary tent, but built to stand both the weather 
and constant travelling. It could be taken down and 
put up easily and quickly, and readily carried from 
one camping place to another. There were ten 
curtains of fine twined linen; over these, coverings 
of goat’s hair; over this were ram’s skins dyed red; 
and on top a covering of badger’s skins, (sealskins). 
This made a very durable and water-proof “house”. 


Around the tent, on its sides, were boards of 
acacia wood, a durable wood found in the wilder- 
ness. These boards were fitted together with sock- 
ets and tenons. Bars of wood were made and over- 
laid with gold to fit in to the “rings” so that 
they could be fitted into a solid wall. 


Then there was the vail of blue and purple and 
scarlet and the cherubim. 


The Ark was in some ways the most important 
and sacred piece of furniture. It was made of 
acacia wood, overlaid with gold. Over it was the 
Mercyseat with the cherubim. This was in the Holy 
of Holies. 


In the Holy Place, beyond the vail, were the 
table for the shewbread, the candlestick, and the 
altar of incense. All these were either made of gold, 
or of wood overlaid with gold. 


Outside was the altar for burnt offerings with 
the vessels pertaining to it, all of brass, or overlaid 
with brass. There also was the laver of brass 
for the bathing of the priests. 


Then he made the court with its pillars and 
hangings. 


Besides all this there was the clothing for the 
priests; the ephod and curious girdle, the breast- 
plate of cunning work, the robe of woven work, 
all of blue, the coats of fine linen, a mitre, the 
plate of the holy crown, and the crown engraved 
with these words, “Holiness to the Lord.” 


All these various things were typical or illustra- 
tive of phases of the worship of God and His Plan 
of Salvation. Aaron was the “best-dressed” man of 
the Old Testament, for he was a type of the far 
superior High Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ Who 
needed no beautiful garments, for His character 
was perfect. We see His transcendent beauty at His 
Transfiguration. 





War Memorials 


By Rev. Cecil Lang, D.D. 
Dallas, Tex. 


The Defense Service Department presented to 
the General Assembly in Atlanta a recommen- 
dation to the effect that Sunday, July 4 be set 
aside as a special day throughout the church as 
a time for replacing temporary war service flags 
and plaques with some type of permanent me- 
morial tablet. I feel that is a splendid suggestion 
and will be heartily received throughout the 
church. Many service flags have become faded, 
dusty, and are no longer attractive. There is a 
desire for something more permanent. Having 
been in the military service and having noticed 
the various types of service flags we make bold 
to suggest something like this: That the church 
secure a neat metal tablet containing an inscrip- 
tion such as, “In Grateful Appreciation of the 
Sacrificial Service Rendered by the Men 
(and women) of This Church Who Served in the 
a Forces of the United States in World 
War I 


And in Loving Memory of the Following Who 
Made the Supreme Sacrifice: ‘ ns 
oe, “ Men and Women o. This Church Were 
Engaged in the Armed Services of Our Country 
During World War II. The Following Gave Their 
Lives in the Nation’s Service: : - 








Appropriate recognition could be made during 
the Sunday worship services. Information as to 
the securing of plaques can be secured from 
the Presbyterian Book Store at Dallas or Rich- 
mond. Some churches would also want to re- 
place or remove their temporary Christian flag 
and National colors. 
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Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


July 4: The Egg Nog And I 
Introduction 


On this day we look back to that day when our 
founding fathers declared that every man is born 
with “certain inalienable rights,’’ among them being 
the right to “life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness.” That declaration carried out in the 
founding of this republic has brought to every 
American a higher degree of political freedom 
and personal liberty than people of other lands 
have ever known. 


But all too many of our people have lived by 
the idea that this freedom means that they can 
do as they please, and today we have thousands 
of people in. our country and thousands in our 
mental hospitals who are suffering from a great- 
er slavery than our forefathers fought to de- 
feat. That slavery is slavery to alcohol in its vari- 


ous forms. In the first burst of youthful freedom: 


many start to join in the apparently harmless 
social drinking that is considered a normal part 
of most social gatherings now, and soon this 
free young person finds himself enslaved to habit 
that is a better man than he is. 


Drinking is so a part of our American way of 
life today that some who read these words will 
immediately say, “here we go again on that old 
W.C.T.U. temperance stuff. Everybody knows that 
alcohol moderately used by those that can handle 
it is all right, and those who become excessive 
drinkers and alcoholics are sick and maladjusted 
and would go off on something else if it had not 
not been alcohol.’ Let’s just enumerate some of 
the facts about alcohol, then look at a passage 
from the Word of God that applies to the facts. 


Alcohol Facts 
A. What alcohol does to the body. 


1. Alcohol is a drug and a poison and should be 
handled in the same way as other drugs and 
poisons. 


2. Alcohol is a depressant and not a stimulant. 


3. When a situation calls for a decision and an 
action alcohol decreases the accuracy of the re- 
action and increases the time required to react. 


4. Alcohol lowers the efficiency and control 
of the body. 


5. Alcohol increases the flow of speech but de- 
creases the accuracy of thought. 


6. Approximately 11 percent of the people who 
are entering our hospitals for the first time are 
coming from causes due directly to the use of 
alcohol. 


7. Insurance companies report that rejections 
due to exeessive drinking have increased from 
12 percent to 34 percent in the last 10 years. 


8. Doctors of the New York Life Insurance 
company have found that alcohol reduces the life 
expectancy from 4 to 6 years. 


9. Three out of every 10 persons now drinking 
will become confirmed alcoholics, and alcoholisy 
is growing so fast in America today that ale. 
holism is one of the four major scourges today, 
Cancer, TB, and Veneral Disease are the othe 
three, and the Veneral Disease is very closely 
related to alcohol because much of it is due t 
the moral letdown and lack of judgment of thos 
who have been drinking. 


What should we do? Read I Corinthians 6:19. 
20; 9:27; 10:31. If our bodies are the temple of 
the Holy Spirit of the living God, and if we an 
to make them the cleanest bodies possible, keep 
them under control at all times and use them 
only to glorify God, then what place can some 
thing that affects the body in these ways hav 
in the life of a true Christian? 


B. What alcohol does in society. 


1. Alcohol increases the danger of accident. On 
out of every 4 fatal accidents last year was due ty 
a drinking driver, not necessarily drunk for every- 
body dodges a drunk driver but the fellow wh 
has had a couple of cocktails does not look drunk 
and he himself does not realize that his reaction 
are 50 percent slower and less accurate than nor 
mal. And 300 pedestrians are killed every month 
in America because a few cocktails have lessenei 
their hearing and sight so that they are not drunk 
but have lost their ‘“‘safety sense.”’ 


2. Alcohol is closely related to crime. One thiri 
of our mounting crime rate is due to alcohol 
and in the state of California recently an exani- 
nation of the juvenile delinquency rate showed 


that 80 percent of the juveniles arrested had been 
drinking. 


3. Alcohol increases the probability of mentad 
disorder. We hear much of how our mental asylum: 
are so overcrowded and how many more people 
become mentally ill these days than used to be 
true. They say we are living too fast. Records 
show that 40-60 percent of these patients are 
there from drinking. We may be living too fast, 
but we are also drinking too much. 


4. Alcohol is involved in our mounting divorce 
rate. No actual statistics can be gathered, but 
lawyers and case workers all declare that alcohol 
is an important factor in most of their cases. 


5. Alcohol leads to moral breakdown. A few 
cocktails, a stimulating dance, soft music, and 4 
rumble seat mean that a couple is out in the open 
with their sensual desires at an all-time high and 
their moral ideals and capacity for control and 
judgment at an all-time low. Every law enforce- 
ment officer and social worker knows what hap- 
pens. 


What must we do? Read 1 Corinthians 8:12-13; 
Romans 13:8-10; 14:21. If those of us who afe 
Christians are always to live in such a way that We 
love our neighbors and never put anything 1 
their way that might cause them to stumble and 
fall, then what place in the life of a Christian 
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can this thing have that causes so many to ruin Suggestions 
their own lives and become a menace to the safety 
and welfare of the others? 


This lesson deals with one of the most im- 
portant and most difficult problems facing the 
church today. It is shot through and through with 
all sorts of angles. This program should stick to 

1. In 1945 we spent $7,029,908.88 for liquor, or the facts and Christian approach and not get off 
$55.79 for every person in America. on controversial angles, such as prohibition, for 

, , : instance. Have some one present the facts of how 

2, America spent 2 percent of her national in- alcohol affects body, society and economics. Fol- 
come on all education from kindergarden through low each presentation of facts with a little talk 
graduate school, but she spent 5 percent on liquor. on the suggested scriptures. Then in the closing 
talk point out the two kinds of drinkers and the 
approach to each. Present the facts and scriptures, 
then make the group decide for itself what ought 
to be done. 


C. What alcohol does economically. 


3. In America there are 2 saloons for every 
church, 3 saloons for every school, and I for every 
51 young people in your age group, 16-24. 


4, In the state of Massachusetts alcoholism cost 
the state in one year 4 times as much money as July 11: Do You See Red? 


the liquor tax brought in. Sieenieaiiin 


5. 330,000,000 man-hours of productive work 


were lost in our country last year, due to alcohol. Two evils are endangering our country today. 


On the one hand we are in danger of engaging 
in an all-out spy hunt and when anyone makes a 
suggestion that borders on criticism of our eco- 
nomic system everyone sees red and calls for ac- 
tion. _ — other ane vs — many in 
: : our midst who are interested in changing our 
— _ = a rder to road _ the wrecks of drink- economy of free enterprise into a collectivist 
oe oe oe ee ogee age + geo are often fooled by = — 
aie : ing words and rosey pictures into talking about 
Pre if ail that 4 Peng ie amy —— understanding Russia and working with Russia in 
possessions ecene freun God and Gall erections tint her noble experiment. Some Christian leaders are 
Me can neither bless us individualls - even advocating the idea that the ideal Christian 
Png - ’ . = = S order will be a compromise half way between Rus- 
nation if we fail to recognize our stewardship and dam communion end Assimtesn Getsnnne. be 
peed our money on things that destroy, then one who sees Russian communism in this light 
—. Ry ace can this thing have in the life of a and advocates Christian co-operation has simply 
ristian since it increasingly demands so much closed his eyes to the facts of Russia's anti-God 
of the national income and takes money that should force-worshipin lan that she hae ruthlessly 
be used for constructive purposes and turns it to followed font Ie domination and such a a 
ma = doce destructive of life, property, is living in a dream world that would be nice if 
a a it was but it is not and never will be. 


6. Since V-J Day liability claims against insur- 
ance companies are up 51 percent, due to increas- 
ing accidents due to liquor. That means you and 
I who stay sober are having to pay higher insur- 


The Christian Approach But when we go to discussing this study in our 

young people’s groups we are on the edge of 

forming half-baked opinions about things of which 

we know too little to make intelligent decisions. 
First, there is the approach to the alcoholic. Some times it is because we know too little of 

There are two stages in one’s personal drinking world conditions and some times it is bécause 

history. There is the time when a person could we know too little of the Word of God. Let us 

stop if he would and then there is the stage when then look for a moment to the principles that the 

he would stop if he could. As Christians our hearts Word of God lays down for building a social and 

are filled with love and compassion for the man economic order. 

who has become an alcoholic. He is a sick man, 

and only the power of the indwelling Christ can THE SCRIPTURE LESSON 

save him and break the power which has enslaved 

him. We need to approach such ones with sym- Exodus 20:1-17 

pathy and real understanding, and center the ap- These commandments of God set down the con- 

proach in the power of God. ditions under which man must live under God. It 
7" . : y follows then that not only must man base his life 

fenit, Secondly, our main problem is with pro- on the commandments of God, but also any form 
essedly Christian people who are still in the stage of social and economic order must preserve for 

Where they could quit if they would. They go on man a condition in which he has the right to obey 

with their social drinking and prattle about alco- these commandments. Let us analyse them: 

holism being a disease just like typhoid fever. If 

there was a typhoid epedemic sweeping over a 1. The Right to Worship God. 1-4 (Verses 1-11). 

community and any citizen persisted in drinking (1) Worship Supremely. (2) Worship Spiritually. 

the polluted water to prove his immunity and re- (3) Worship Sincerely. (4) Worship Sys- 

fused typhoid shots because he had no concern tematically. 

for his neighbors, that man would be classed as a . 

~ and criminal. If alcoholism is a disease that 2. Respect for Family Rights. (5). 

$ sweeping America the man who continues to 3. Respect for Personalit i . - 
tink and refuses the only effective innoculation, S ‘i pal bee — 

total abstence, is a fool and criminal. How can ness of life. (7) Sacredness of relationships. 


there be any question of the Christian’s duty? 4. Respect for Ownership. (8). 


In this whole matter there are two different 
approaches to be kept in mind. 
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6. Condemnation of Greed. (10). business and big industry. But we are siill fr 
to correct and modify. In a collectivist society yo, 
are not free to correct and modify. You take it » 
leave it. And every collectivist society fails whey 
the young lad failed who wanted to become , 
Soviet. He presented himself at the border ay 
the Russian who was to admit him had to ask, 
few questions. He said, “If you had one millig, 
dollars would you’ give half of them to th 
Soviet?” The lad replied that he would. “If yoy 
owned one million acres of land would you giy 
half to the Sovet?’”’ The lad replied that he would 
Then the Russian asked, “If you had two shirt 
would you give one to the Soviet.”” The young laj 
answered “No.’’ When the Russian asked, “Why?” 
“‘Because I have two shirts the lad answered.” Ajj 
systems will fail because of the weakness of th 
human heart. The more controlled an economy 
the greater the tyranny and the less chance fo 
practical checks and balances on this greed. Only 
the regenerating grace of God can change this 
fundamental weakness of the human heart by 
presenting nar age His power to save, and th 
: more controlled the society the less freedom yu 
Suggestions have to preach Christ. Dwell on these peaiiin 
This is an important program on an important principles and the place of the Gospel in you 
theme. As you consider the Scripture lesson the talks, and close with a discussion of what young 
answer will come that our system of free economic people can do to offset some of the evils here ty 
enterprise has failed because of the greed of big abuse of freedom of possession and use. 


Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Woman’s Auxiliary Training School Other features of the School are: A Christian 


Home dramatization; a preview of the Amsterdam 
Montreat, N. C., July 21-28, 1948 meeting, August 22 - September 5, the annual 
The thirty-fifth Annual Program of the Wom- meeting, highlighting the Annual Report and 


an’s Auxiliary Training School to be held at Mon- announcement of the 1948 Birthday Gift; the 
treat, North Carolina, July 21-28, 1948, includes candlelight pageant held around Lake Susan, on 
not only classes in each of the twelve courses of the closing evening. 

the curriculum, but also conferences, extra-cur- : 
riculum classes, worship each morning, platform Due to the incompleted hotel, there will be 3 
Bible hour, and inspirational addresses in the eve- somewhat restricted attendance again this sum- 
ning. The-theme of the School is that of the mer, but to those who will be at this School 
Presbyterian Program of Progress, “Christ Is the there comes a challenge to better stewardship 
Only Answer.” of opportunity; and to those who look forward 


: : to attending the 1949 School, there is the call to 
Dr. Margaret Applegarth will lead the worship be much in prayer for all that is done during 

each morning, and Miss Lucy Steele will be the those days, July 21-28, by the women who will 

teacher at the platform Bible hour, in the Ander- be participating in the 1948 Woman’s Auxiliary 

son Auditorium. Credit classes with teachers have Training School. 

been arranged as follows: 


How to Study the Bible, Rev. Jos. M. Gettys; 
Bible Study, Dr. James Sprunt;, Missions in the Other Conference Opportunities 
Local Church, (Chairman of ass ms. d. - F 
Williams), Dr. H. Kerr Taylor, Rev. S. B. Laps- At Montreat This Summer 
ley; World Missions, Mrs. H. D. Haberyan; Or- 
ganization and Work of Woman’s Auxiliary, Mrs. 
R. M. Pegram; Program Building, Mrs. C. R. Cald- 
well; Christian Witnessing, Dr. Cecil Thompson; 
Parliamentary Law, Mrs. T. Smith Brewer; Chris- Young Adult Conference: June 30-July 4. Ask 
tian Home, Dr. J. M. Godard; Stewardship, Dr. your pastor or Sunday-school superintendent, to 
A. W. Dick; Worship, Mrs. J. W. McQueen; whom special leaflet has been sent. If you are not 
Christian Citizenship, Dr. Marshall C. Dendy. yet 35 years old, you qualify for this conference! 


The extra curriculum classes are: Spice for Leadership School: July 6-15. Classes for al- 
Programs, Miss Bessie Lewis; History and Growth most any interest. Special class in Missionary 
f amo ge Peer ne oy —_ f Ky oe Education, leading to accreditation of mission 

owar or nity, iss Annie Tai enkins; teachers. Dr. H. Kerr Tayl i i 
coe — Leaders, 1948-49 study, Miss Janie + no 

ceCutchen. 


Russian communism as we see it today not only 
does not maintain any of these rights nor re- 
spects, but rather she has used all the cruel force 
she has at her command to violate every one of 
these in her own domestic policy and in her foreign 
policy. Russian communism is at the very opposite 
pole from the Christian view of the life of man 
and of the state. All the forms of collectivism that 
have been tried have started with high ideals but 
in actual practise have violated several of these 
commands or have placed the individual in such 
a position that he could not meet these demands. 
The only kind of society in which these can best 
be met is one where man is free to possess and 
free to use as he sees fit. The evils that arise 
from the abuse of this freedom must be eliminated 
by an effective evangelism and training on the 
part of the church. Such evangelism will make 
individual possession and use socially and eco- 
nomically sound by the regenerating power of God 
in the human heart. 











Educational Conference: June 23-29. Secre- 
taries of Christian Education would learn much 
from this conference. 


Missions—Home and Foreign: August 6-18. Spe 
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cial class for home mission leaders and during 
the foreign mission conference a class in foreign 
missions. Mrs. W. R. Ulrich will be the leader of 
the Home Mission Class, and Mrs. H. Kerr Taylor 
of the Foreign Mission class. These are non-credit 
classes, giving special consideration to the mission 
study books for this Church year. 


Bible Conference: August 19-29. Open to any 
one desiring the inspiration of great Bible teach- 
ing and a refreshing experience with like-minded 
Christians. 


Ministers’ Wives: Forum during the Bible Con- 
ference—limited necessarily to wives of our min- 
isters. A stimulating experience and a sharing of 
mutual responsibilities, interests, problems, and 
joys. 


Thoughts From Isaiah 


“Watchman, what of the night?” 
( Isaiah 21:11 ) 


This question comes in the midst of the “Bur- 
dens.” The picture painted by the prophet had 
been a black one: many pictures in God’s Word 
are black, for sin is black, and darkness reigns 
wherever wickedness reigns. 


Night is a time of Danger; thieves and robbers 
and murderers roam about at night. Night is a 
time of Shame; night clubs, dance halls, and places 
of unspeakable debauchery are open at night. Base 
deeds are done under cover of darkness! Judas 
betrayed his Master at night—it was night in the 
world, and night in Judas’ heart. The devil and 
wicked men love darkness for it is then they can 
best commit their evil deeds. 


But night is also God’s Opportunity. Some of 
His greatest work is done at night, and then, “The 
morning cometh”! 


I. Night is the time of Rest and Refreshment for 
body, mind, and spirit. 


Rest comes for tired men and women who have 
borne the heat and burden of the day. Sleep comes, 
the great restorer of strength. We lie down, worn 
out by the work of the day; we arise, ready for 
another season of toil. 


_ Songs come at night. Paul and Silas could sing 
in the darkness of the dungeon. The angels sang 
their most wonderful song at night, to the shep- 
herds on the Judean hills. Fanny Crosby, who 
spent nearly all her life in physical darkness, had 
illumination in her soul, and wrote some of the 
most beautiful hymns. George Matheson composed 
“O love that will not let me go,” in the blackness 
of his night of sorrow. In our nights of bereve- 
ment, pain, discouragement, and grief, God, our 
Heavenly Father, gives us rest, 


Il. Night is the time of Glorious Revelation; 
Visions are seen and Voices heard at night. 


“Be still, and know that I am God’: sometimes 
the only time we are still enough is at night; down 
in the depth of a dark pit, the only way we can 
look is up. 


Jacob had his vision, and was converted, at 
night; and the back-sliden Jacob wrestled and was 
restored and blessed, at night. Joseph’s dreams, 
and Pharoah’s, came at night, and so with Daniel 
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and Nebuchadnezzar. Paul saw “the man of Ma- 
cedonia,” and turned to bring the Gospel to 
Europe. 


God called the child Samuel as he lay in his bed, 
and gave him His dreadful message for Eli. Paul 
got his word of good cheer from God on board 
the storm-tossed vessel and brought this word to 
the sailors, “For there stood by me this night the 
angel of God.” The angels spoke to the shepherds, 
“behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy.” 


The clearest visions of God, and His sweetest 
messages come in the darkness of the night. 


III. Night is the time of the Reappearing of the 


stars. 


We do not see the stars in the daytime, unless 
we are in a deep well. The stars come out at 
night; the sky is filled with them. 


Stars are symbols of Hope and Promise. A Star 
will arise in Jacob, and a Day-star in our hearts. 


The promises of God are as numerous, as bright 
and beautiful, and as enduring, as the stars. How 
these promises reappear in our times of darkness! 
“All things work together for good”; “Lo, I am 
with you always’; “My grace is sufficient”; “I 
will guide thee;” I will never leave thee or forsake 
thee.” The promises of God are always “yes” in 
Him — in Christ: no wonder it is called a “Star.” 
Victories often come at night, or begin at night, 
and full glory follows in the morning. 


Let us learn to Rest, and Sing; See and Listen; 
Hope and Trust, at night; then the morning will 
be filled with glory, 


A little boy and his father were sleeping to- 
gether, and now and again the child would cry 
in fright. His father would lay his hand on him 
and tenderly say, “Father is right here,” Can we 
not hear our Heavenly Father say to us in our 
times of dreaded darkness: “Fear not, my _ child, 
I AM HERE”! —J.K.P. 


Wings For The Soul 


Prayer For Strength 


Give me, dear Lord, the strength to take 
Whatever comes my way, 

And keep me, Lord, from blowing up, 
In spite of what they say. 


Give me a sense of humor, Lord, 

And teach me how to smile 

Though forced to trudge the hardest trail 
For many a weary mile. 


And then, if I can safely pass 
Through all this time of stress 
I pray, dear Lord, that you will keep 
Me free from bitterness. 
—Isaka Koneshima. 


OUR GREAT NEED 


What the Church needs today is not more ma- 
chinery or better, not new organizations or more 
or novel methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost 
can use—men of prayer, men mighty in prayer. 
The Holy Ghost does not flow through methods, 
but through men. He does not come on machinery, 
but on men. He does not anoint plans, but men, 
men of prayer. —E. M. Bounds. 
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(Continued from Page 8) 
sembly and spoke 132 times upon this subject. 


This report indicated that for the first time 
audio-visual aids on Stewardship are now available 
to the Church. These consist of one record for the 
training of canvassers and four film strips with 
sound covering various phases of Stewardship. 
142 showings of the film strips were made during 
the period of Stewardship emphasis. 


This department has also rendered a fine service 
through the Presbyterian News Service, which 
is the publicity department of the Committee on 
Stewardship. Miss Deedie-May Austin has charge 
of this service. A total of 380 news stories, articles 
for Church papers and articles for agencies for the 
General Assembly were released. 


The Assembly designated March 6, 1949, as 
Every Member Canvass Day, the theme for the 
year to be, “Give God His Share.” The period 
February 7-March 6, 1949, was designated as the 
special season for emphasis of Stewardship of 
Life and Possessions. In this connection the As- 
sembly also renewed its approval of the Program 
of Progress as the expression of the goals and 
program of the Church. The General Assembly 
adopted a full quota for four million dollars for 
1949-50. 


Foreign Missions 


Dr. C. Darby Fulton, the Executive Secretary 
of the Foreign Mission Committee, submitted the 
annual report of his Committee for the year end- 
ing March 31, 1948. In presenting this report Dr. 
Fulton gave a diagnosis of the plight of the world 
in our day. He stated that our fears for the 
future rest upon the lack of conscience and char- 
acter and the sinful purposes of men. He declared 
that the remedy must be spiritual. He pointed 
out that something must take place at the bottom 
of the human heart, that which the Church calls 
regeneration that can change man and remove his 
evil nature. He also emphasized that man indi- 
vidually needs salvation and he can be saved 
only by the blood-of Christ. 


Dr. Fulton stated that the Program of Progress 
has been a movement for the undergirding of the 
whole work of our General Assembly, ‘but it has 
been a new outlook of hope and expectation to 
this work. 


This report also indicated that visual aids are 
now available to put before the Church some 
glimpses of the work in which our Church is en- 
gaged in foreign lands. 


The first recommendation made by the Foreign 
Mission Committee was that the Church should 
be more diligent in the exercise of prayer for our 
missionaries and their labors in all our fields. He 
urged that these prayers should be definite and 
specific. He recommended that the Assembly should 
keep before the Church the fact that there is a 
continuing need for new personnel on all our 
mission fields, and that even though 37 new mis- 
sionaries were appointed last year there are still 
calls before our Committee and at least twice this 
number of reinforcements are needed. ~ 


The subject of Foreign Missions was featured 
also at the popular meeting Friday night. Dr. J. P. 
McCallie who served on the Executive Committee 
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A Lasting Monument 
A Safe And Profitable 


Investment 


Are the Gift Annuity Agreements of the Ex. 
ecutive Committee of Christian Education 
and Ministerial Relief. 

They produce satisfactory income for life. 
The annuity does not fluctuate. 

They are absolutely safe. 


They are backed by all the resources of the 
Committee. 


They have the endorsement of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, U. S. 


They care for you, or a designated annuitant, 
for life. 


_ They enable you to share in this work of your 
Church throughout the coming years. 


They provide every advantage found in any 
such agreement. 


ILNLININIUII 
Write Now About This To 


Wade H. Boggs ... Executive Secretary 
Christian Education & Ministerial Relief 


410 Urban Bldg. Louisville 2, Ky. 
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of Foreign Missions 33 years presided. He pre 
sented Dr. William M. Elliott, Jr., pastor of the 
Highland Park Presbyterian Church of Dallas, 
Texas, who gave a thrilling message on his visit 
to the Far East with Dr. Fulton. In an interesting 
manner he gave the high lights of his four and 
one-half months in Japan, China, and Korea, cover- 
ing a distance of 24,000 miles. He narrated five 
vivid impressions he brought back with him to 
America. The first was the widespread physical 
suffering existing in these countries. Second, the 
way in which Christianity breaks down the barriers 
of race. Third, the vitality of the Church in these 
war-ravaged lands. Fourth, the stamina and the 
heroism of our missionaries. Fifth, the magnitude 
and urgency of our task in the Far East. He made 
a strong plea for the rebuilding of our shattered 
buildings in these countries and urged that our 
Church should bring our missionary personnel force 
up to the pre-war level. This forceful message was 
an inspiration to the capacity congregation at- 
tending this evening meeting. 


Home Missions 


Dr. Claude H. Pritchard, Executive Secretary 
of the Committee on Home Missions, presented the 
eighty-second annual report touching this enter- 
prise. He told the Assembly that this Commit 
tee’s opportunities have far outrun its ability to 
meet the rapidly increasing number of requests 
for aid. He outlined the Committee’s three-fold 
Home Mission objective in the Program of Progress. 
This outline included the total expenditure of 
$1,500,000. The tentative break-down on the five- 


_year basis-is.as follows: for increased missionary 
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support, $400,000—for building improvements, 
$600,000—for strong new Churches $500,000. 


Dr. Pritchard informed the Assembly that the 
emergency fund served a useful purpose, but it 
merely primed the pump. The calls for assistance 
coming to the Home Mission agencies today are 
greater than ever before. He pointed out that 295 
ministers are needed for Home Mission churches. 


Mr. G. B. Strickler was introduced to the As- 
sembly as the new treasurer of this Committee. 
He replaced the Rev. Dr. B. K. Tenny who re- 
signed September 1, 1947 to accept the position 
of Superintendent of Home Missions in Mid- 
Texas Presbytery. Mr. Strickler is well equipped 
for this important office “By inheritance, edu- 
cation, and business experience.” 


The Executive Secretary recommended to the 
Assembly that in view of the pressing need of 
ministers and workers for our Home Mission fields 
our Church should be in continual prayer to the 
Lord of the harvest that laborers for the whiten- 
ing fields may be supplied. It was also recom- 
mended that the Assembly give its encouragement 
to the Executive Committees, to presbyteries’ com- 
mittees, and Church sessions to raise the salaries 
of trained, full-time Home Mission workers. 


The Assembly designated October 4-November 
71 to be observed as Assembly’s Home Mission sea- 
son and that every Church in the Assembly with 
its organizations be requested to observe October 
31-November 7 as a week of prayer and self- 
denial for Assembly’s Home Missions. 


A popular meeting in the interest of Home 
Missions was held Saturday night. Dr. Pritchard 
addressed the Assembly on “Home Missions, The 
Gospel, And you.” His emphasis was on the per- 
sonal responsibility of each individual to witness 
for Christ. Another address was given by the 
Rev. George C. Bowman of West Virginia on 
“Home Missions At the Coal Mines.” He gave an 
account of twenty years’ work in Logan Court, 
West Virginia. He cited many examples of the 
conversion of hundreds of sinners, by preaching 
a redemption Gospel based on the atonement pur- 
chased by the shed blood of Christ. This message 
made a profound impression on the Assembly. 


Christian Education And 
Ministerial Relief 


Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Executive Secretary of 
the Committee on Christian Education and Min- 
isterial Relief, made an extensive report of the 
work of this Committee. He related the fact that 
progress has been made in each phase of the Com- 
mittee’s fields of service. Among other items of 
interest, Dr. Boggs declared, “The General As- 
sembly will be glad to know that there has been 
an. encouraging increase in the number of candi- 
dates for the ministry under the care of our 
several presbyteries. A survey of the candidates 
for the ministry this spring reveals that there 
are 584. Of this number 221 are in the semi- 
haries, while 250 are still in college; 4 are in high 
school, 10 are in the armed services, 67 are still 
m various kinds of work, and we are unable to 
learn the location of 32 at this time.” 


Dr. Boggs explained to the Commissioners of the 
Assembly the importance of safe-guarding the 
mvestments of the Ministers’ Annuity Funds and 


There’s More Than One Way 
o Support 


Your active support of our Church’s work in 
Foreign Mission fields can be given effectively 
through any one or more of four major 
channels: 


Endowment, a gift for support of a spe- 
cial project. 


Memorial Fund, given in memory of a 
loved one. 


Annuity Gift, combining a gift with a 
lifetime annuity. 


Legacy, making a gift through your 
will. 


In the first three, we take all investment 
problems, while in legacies you continue dur- 
ing your lifetime to handle the investment of 
the intended gift. 


May we send you full information about one 
or all of these established ways of giving to 
Foreign Missions? Just write: 


CURRY B. HEARN 


Treasurer 


Executive Committee Of 
Foreign Missions 
Presbyterian Church 
In The U.S. 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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the danger of paying increased benefits without 
the accumulation of larger reserves. 


Religious Education 


And Publication 


The 87th annual report of the Executive Com- 
mittee of Religious Education and Publication was 
submitted by Dr. Edward D. Grant. His verbal re- 
port was brief and to the point. His brevity was 
appreciated by the Assembly. Dr. Grant told the 
Assembly that this department has received during 
the past year “the most generous offering ever 
received by this Committee for the support of this 
work.” He urged that every Sunday School super- 
intendent be charged with personal responsibility 
under the Session for securing during the coming 
year a 10 percent increase in Sunday School 
membership. 


The Assembly designated September 26-Oc- 
tober 2, 1948, as Religious Education Week. Dally 
Day was set for September 26, 1948. 


A popular meeting in the interest of Religious 
Education was held Monday night. The theme was 
“Unique Ways in Which Our Churches Are Serv- 
ing Children.” Dr. Stuart R. Ogsleby, pastor of 
the Central Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, gave 
an interesting report on at baby clinic which has 
been operated in this Church for a number of 
years. The Rev. Lawrence Bottoms of the Snede- 
cor Memorial Synod spoke on “Lending Toys” and 
how this operates in the Berean Center in New 
Orleans. Mr. H. C. Alexander, Clerk of the Session, 
First Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, N. C., re- 
lated the work his Church is doing in taking care 
of primary children after school hours. Dr. S. 
Wilkes Dendy, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Dalton, Georgia, and Juvenile Judge 
of that city spoke on his work in “Juvenile Pro- 
tection.” 


Women’s Work 


Miss Janie W. McGaughey submitted the thirty- 
sixth annual report on ‘Women’s Work.” She 
stated that the women of the Church are working 
diligently to attain the five objectives of the Pro- 
gram of Progress. Her report’ indicated real 
progress in women’s work, especially in spiritual 
growth and increased interest in missions. The 
women’s gifts to all causes this year amounted to 
$2,538,622.00 which represents an increase of 
$313,614.00 over last year. 


Dr. John S. Land, the Chairman of the Stand- 
ing Committee on Women’s Work called the at- 
tention of the Assembly to the fact that “From 
all standpoints this has been the best all-round 
year in Women’s Work. The word ‘more’ is used 
in describing every phase of the work.” The Wom- 
en’s Work Committee is now serving 2,700 auxili- 
aries which include 240,000 women in our Church. 


Evangelism 


Dr. Frank C. Brown, Chairman of the As- 
sembly’s Committee on Evangelism, made the 
report on behalf of his Committee. The Assembly 
was pleased to learn that there has been the largest 
gathering of members during the past year in the 
history of our Church. The report informed the 
Assembly that 26,129 members were received on 
confession of faith and 43,582 by letter, a total 
of 69,711. Dr. Brown declared, “While we fell 
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short of our goal of 30,000 by confession and 1). 
000 by letter, 100,000 in all; we can only thank 
God and take courage.” 


Dr. W. Taliaferro Thompson, the Chairman of 
the Standing Committee on Evangelism affirmed, 
“All evidences point to the fact that the crest of 
interest and effort has not been reached and that 
the best is yet to be. Our Church through the pres. 
ence of the Holy Spirit seems near the kindling 
point and the fires of the great revival may flame 
throughout our borders. The only essential con. 
dition is that there is someone in the Church who 
has love for Christ and for souls that will take 
the lead.” Dr. H. H. Thompson, our Director, was 
commended for his leadership and the Assembly 
was convinced that God had raised him up for 
such a time as this. This report was amended to 
include a recommendation that our Church sessions 
be encouraged to give their pastors the privilege 
of accepting at least two invitations during the 
year to hold evangelistic meetings. For several 
years evangelism had a minor place on the As 
sembly’s agenda. We are delighted to note the 
increased attention that is now being given to this 
cause of paramount importance to the life of ow 
Church. 

Negro Work 


The Rev. Alex R. Batchelor, Executive Secre- 
tary, made the report of Assembly’s Committee on 
Negro Work. This was the first annual report 
representing this cause. The Assembly recommended 
that all presbyteries and churches assign to this 
Assembly’s Committee on Negro Work its full per- 
centage of benevolences. The Churches and pres 
byteries were encouraged to make additional gifts 
towards a fund to incrase the ministers’ salaries. 
The Assembly approved the election of Dr. Samuel 
Burney Hay to the presidency of Stillman Insti- 
tute and pledged to him a prayerful interest as he 
assumed the responsibility of negro education 
through our Church. 


Dr. J. McDowell Richards, the Chairman of this 
Committee, gave a most impressive address on 
“Our Responsibility To Negro Work in the South.” 
This was one of the outstanding messages de- 
livered to the Assembly. The Assembly requested 
its publication for distribution in the churches. 
Dr. Richards concluded his address with this 
plea: “I plead for the faithful ministers in Snede- 
cor Memorial Synod. I plead for the Negro peo- 
ple of America. This is a day of political agi- 
tation about the Negro. It is a day of many im- 
practical suggestions and unwise leadership. There 
are many problems concerning which we are not 
agreed. Here at least we can agree. The Negro 
needs Jesus Christ. Evangelism and Religious 
Education are his hope, just as they are the hope 
of the white. Only if we have Christian leader- 
ship in both races shall we find the way to a better 
day. Let us gird up our loins for this task. Let 
us support it as it never has been supported. Let 
us claim for Jesus Christ the great potentialities 
of this people, that they in turn may enrich the 
— resources of our Church and bless our 
and.” 


Christian Relations 


Dr. J. H. Marion, Director. of the Committee on 
Christian Relations reported to the Assembly ™ 
regard to his activities during the year. He stated 
that the financial support received was only suf 
ficient to get started. Dr. Stuart R, Oglesby made 
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the report of the Permanent Committee in which 
he discussed the issues involved between Roman 
Catholicism and Protestantism in our day. Dr. 
Frank P. Anderson made the report of the Stand- 
ing Committee on Christian Relations. 


Assembly’s Training 
School 


Dr. Wade H. Dubose reported concerning the 
progress of the Training School. He said, “We 
had had a good year with the largest enrollment 
in our history. There is a demand for our graduates 
beyond our capacity to meet.” Dr. William H. Mc- 
Corkle, Chairman of the Standing Committee, 
submitted the report of that Committee and rec- 
ommended that the Assembly instruct the trustees 
of the Training School as authorized by the As- 
sembly of 1945 to continue their efforts to raise 
for permanent improvements and endowment the 
sum of $500,000.00 for which partial provision is 
made through the Auxiliary Birthday Gift and 
the Program of Progress. This recommendation 
was adopted. 

Bible Cause 


Dr. F. W. Cropp of the American Bible Society 
gave an illuminating message of his work. This 
agency is supplying the Word of God to the na- 
tions of the world. He said, “The appetite in- 
creases as the food is set before them.” He re- 
ferred to a cablegram of General MacArthur in 
which he declared, ‘“‘The demand for Bibles, Testa- 
ments, Gospels, is insatiable and beyond ability of 
Japanese publishers to satisfy. Urge that Ameri- 
can Bible Society’s 1948 plans be expanded. Be- 
lieve strongly that continuance or even decrease of 
production ‘will be tragic to Christian efforts in 
Japan.” In Dr. J. A. MacLean’s report he re- 
minded the Assembly that the Bible Society is not 
rich, it does not have resources that make it inde- 
pendent of the voluntary gifts of the Churches. 
Under its projected budget for the five-year plan 
the Society must secure 79 percent of its income 
from living donors.” 

Radio 


Dr. John M. Alexander, Director of the As- 
sembly’s Committee on Radio, presented the needs 
of this department. He stated that our Church 
will be on the air during the months of July, 
August, and September and that the messages will 
use the theme of the Program of Progress—‘“Christ 
Is The Only Answer.” The Program of Progress 
will also be mentioned in every broadcast. Dr. 
Alexander gave a financial statement and ap- 
pealed to the Church to provide more adequately 
for this progressive cause. He stated that the 
Committee has an outstanding note of $10,000.00 
now due and that its credit will be seriously im- 
paired unless it is met. The Assembly went on 
record as requesting all churches to remember this 
cause and to support it, in their budgets and indi- 
vidual contributions. Dr. Alexander affirmed, “A 
great door and effectual is opened unto our Church 
In its radio ministry. We now have 63 stations 
on the live voice Presbyterian Hour Network. That 
is probably the best coverage of any network re- 
ligious broadcast in our territory. It compares 
avorably with the largest non-commercial net- 
Work acceptances in the nation.” 


Sunday Services 


The Assembly met for worship at 11:00 o’clock 
Sunday morning. Dr. William M. Elliott, Jr., pas- 
t# of the Highland Presbyterian Church of Dallas, 
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preached the sermon and used as his subject, “What 
Did You Expect?” In the discussion of this theme 
Dr. Elliott said, “Think how much damage is done 
in this world by wrong and false expectations. 
Think how many there are who miss some of life’s 
choicest blessings because of some unfortunate 
mind-set—some preconceived idea which has no 
basis in reality. Wrong expectations have hindered 
many people in their religious lives. Some lose 
confidence in their faith because it does not do 
for them what they expected.” 


A popular meeting in the interest of Steward- 
ship was held at 4:00 Sunday afternoon and Colonel 
Roy LeCraw used as his subject, ““The Program of 
Progress.”” This message was inspirational and in- 
formative. It will long be remembered by every 
Commissioner present. This consecrated layman 
put his whole soul into this message. We quote 
a few utterances from this address: 


“A tremendous revival of interest, activity, and 
Christian fervor and zeal is sweeping across the 
Southern Presbyterian Church during the past six 
months. This is being sparked by the Program of 
Progress of the Church which is a great spiritual 
movement setting up definite goals and objectives 
in Evangelism, stewardship, church attendance, 
building of new churches, etc. It is amounting prac- 
tically to a renaissance of a sleeping ‘Rip Van 
Winkle’ church which had, during the past 25 
years been so zealous in removing all fanaticism 
that what it succeeded in doing was to remove 
every trace of fire. Many laymen are going ‘all 
out’, giving from one-fourth to all of their time, 
some even quiting their businesses and professions 
in the belief that an awakened, dynamic Christian 
Church is the answer to the present chaotic state 
of the world affairs and its utter lack. of peace. 
Churches and men’s groups are ‘coming alive.’ 
They are doubling and even tripling their quotas, 
going out on visitation evangelism campaigns and 
doing ‘big’ things. About one-third of our churches 
are really taking hold of the Program of Progress 
and spiritual fires are beginning to burn brightly 
in them. The remaining two-thirds have not as yet 
come into the Program but as the lists and records 
of each church and presbytery are published we 
believe the two-thirds now more or less inactive 
will begin to get busy and take hold of the quotas 
and objectives fully during the second year of 
the Program now starting. There is no trouble 
which the world has today which ten or twenty 
thousand additional Christian’ missionaries pouréd 
into the hot spots of the world could not cure.” 


A popular meeting in the imterest of Christian 
Education and Ministerial Relief was held at 7:30. 
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Dr. R. T. L. Liston, President of King College, 
spoke on “The Place of the Christian College In 
Our Educational System.’’ Dr. Liston said that our 
forefathers were wise in planting not only crops, 
but also educational institutions in which to train 
ministers of the Gospel and leaders of the State. 
“It is high time that we once again learn from 
our fore-fathers and from Calvin the great im- 
portance of education of Christian leaders for 
Church and State. Ours is a frightening age. It 
needs men of vision, men of judgment, men of 
Christian conviction and Christian insights to guide 
oe way from the edge of the abyss where we stand 
today.” 


Dr. Harry Goodykoontz addressed the Assembly 
on Student Work in our State institutions of learn- 
ing. He reminded the Assembly, “Today is the day 
of opportunity. We win or hold these 45,000 Pres- 
byterian students for Christ and His Church or we 
lose them. We can win them and hold them—thou- 
sands of them, but only with greater support and 
prayer and preparation for college and financial 
undergirding of the student work program.” 


Report On Study Of 
Assembly’s Agencies 


The 1947 General Assembly appointed an ad 
interim committee to study the Assembly’s agen- 
cies. Ruling Elder W. E. Price of Charlotte was 
made chairman. He reported that his Committee 
needed more time for a complete report. He stated 
that there was a mutual agreement between the 
Committee of Religious Education and Publi- 
cation and the Assembly’s Executive Committee 
on Home Missions with reference to the transfer 
of the Department of Country Church from the 
Religious Committee to the Home Mission Com- 
mittee. The Assembly approved this agreement. 


Inter-Church Relations 


The 1947 General Assembly changed the name 
of the Foreign Relations Committee to Inter- 
Church Relations Committee. Regardless of the 
name this is the most inflammable and explosive 
Committee of the Assembly. It has been so for 
many years and only because of the direct inter- 
vention of God was it kept under control this 
year. 


Considerable debate was precipitated on the 
matter of the Federal Council. Majority and Mi- 
nority reports came from the Standing Committee. 
By a gentleman’s agreement the debate was limit- 
ed to two hours, one hour going to each side. The 
motion was made to table the Minority Report 
and it was carried 194-162. As a result of this the 
Majority Report before the Assembly was for de- 
bate. Ruling Elder Tom M. Glasgow of Charlotte, 
N. C., urged the Assembly to have an open mind 
on the subject and to remember that they were 
representatives and not delegates from their pres- 
byteries. He also outlined a number of reasons 
why he felt that in the best interest of our Church 
we should withdraw from the Council. 


Dr. John R. Cunningham, president of Davidson 
College, spoke for the Majority Report. He said 
that in light of the vote of the presbyteries the 
Assembly should consider this as the will of the 
Church. Ruling Elder L. E. Faulkner, from Me- 
ridian Presbytery, followed Dr. Cunningham and 
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urged the Assembly to reject the Majority Report, 
Quoting from the official documents of the Fed. 
eral Council Mr. Faulkner told the Assembly that 
in view of the Committee’s position on political 
international, and economic relations our Chureh 
should withdraw. He declared, ‘“‘As a member of 
the Federal Council we are not living up to the 
constitution of our Church or the Word of God,” 


Dr. E. T. Thompson spoke for the Majority Re. 
port and stated that though some of the criticisms 
against the Council are justified he believed that 
in spite of the fact that we do not agree in all 
things with the Council this should not keep 1 
from cooperating with it. Dr. J. P. McCallie, Rul. 
ing Elder from Chattanooga, replied to Dr. Thomp- 
son’s remarks and affirmed that the Southern Pres. 
byterian Church is a cooperative Church and that 
we should not be labelled “‘isolationists” because 
we feel that we can not consistently cooperate with 
the Federal Council. 


Dr. W. T. Thompson of Richmond said that he 
was in favor of remaining in the Council since he 
had served on one of its Committees and believed 
that some of the departments were rendering a 
helpful service. Ruling Elder W. A. L. Sibley of 
Union, S. C., asked the Assembly to withdraw 
from the Council as our membership in it is detri- 
mental to our testimony. He stated that for some 
years he followed the leadership of those who 
sought to remain in the Council until he made a 
personal study of it and is now convinced that 
our witness would be stronger outside the Council. 
He also deplored the fact that the Council carried 
the Church into so many fields that dissipated 
her energies and distracted her attention from 
the main mission of the Church. 


Ruling Elder Frank Barber of Kansas City, 
Missouri, said that he favored our membership in 
the Council because of the danger of Roman 
Catholicism. His plea was followed by Dr. Charles 
G. McClure of Charlotte who pointed out that 
the Federal Council is not consistent in its attitude 
towards Roman Catholicism and failed to meet the 
issue in an uncompromising manner. 


Dr. John A. McMurray of Panama City, Florida, 
criticized the Council for being “too compromis- 
ing.” He said that Christ was uncompromising in 
matters of doctrine and morals, but that the Coun- 
cil for some years has been known for its compro- 
mising tendencies. Dr. C. L. King of Houston, 
Texas, Elder Gerald Monsman of Baltimore, and 
Elder Charter Wells of Norfolk, Va., gave their 
reasons for our membership in the Council. Dr. 
R. Wilbur Cousar of Chattanooga said that he 
was in favor of permitting congregations to decide 
as to whether they prefer to support the Federal 
Council or the National Association of Evangelicals. 
Dr. Henry B. Dendy of the Presbytery of Ashe- 
ville cited the Minutes of the past General As 
semblies and showed that the criticisms of the 
Federal Council are not something new, but have 
existed for a number of years due to the Council’s 
insistence on taking positions contrary to ou 
Church. He declared that in the light of these facts 
all the talk of reforming the Council is useless. 


Dr. J. M. Richards and Dr. Frank C. Brown closed 
the debate in the interest of the Majority Report. 
The vote showed that 274 Commissioners desired 
the Church to remain in the Council and 108 to 
withdraw. Following the debate the Moderator de- 
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cared, “I thank God for the spirit that has pre- 
yailed in these discussions.” 


The Inter-Church Relations Committee, accord- 
ing to a special order of the day, discussed the 
question of organic union with the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A., Tuesday morning. Majority and 
Minority Reports were also submitted on this ques- 
tion. Dr. L. Nelson Bell of Asheville, N. C., pro- 
osed a substitute for the whole. Dr. Bell’s substi- 
tute stated “that for a period of five years the en- 
tire plan of reunion with the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. A., be held in abeyance and that during 
this time the Committee confine its activities to ex- 
ploring avenues of acquaintance and cooperation 
only.” Dr. Charles L. King of Houston introduced 
an amendment which added, “except that the Com- 
mittee complete the plan by March 1, 1949, and 
have the same printed in such number to supply 
any requests.” The Assembly adopted by unani- 
mous vote the substitute of Dr. Bell with the 
amendment offered by Dr. King. Dr. J. R. McCain 
seconded Dr. Bell’s motion and then declared, 
“When we get into union we can not get out. 
On a matter of such importance we can afford 
to take more time.” 


Following the unanimous vote Dr. L. Nelson 
Bell announced to the Assembly that the Continu- 
ing Committee which has been meeting in Mon- 
treat each summer during the past five years and 
has grown in interest and attendance would not 
be held during the period in which the union issue 
is postponed. This he said was a token of sin- 
cerity on the part of those who did not favor 
union to indicate its desire to observe the spirit 
as well as the letter of his substitute motion. 


Dr. J. R. McCain who is a member of the Perma- 
nent Committee on Cooperation and Union and 
a leader in the Program of Progress commented 
in connection with this action, “I am thankful 
for what happened or rather was directed of God 
at the recent meeting of the General Assembly in 
Atlanta. There has probably never been a more 
thrilling moment in the history of our Church 
than on Tuesday morning, June 1, when a unani- 
mous vote was given on the subject of reunion 
with the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. My hope 
is that all our people including of course the 
Committee on Cooperation and Union will exercise 
the utmost good faith both in fact and in appear- 
ance in all that is said and done. After ten years 
of debate and division it is not easy to dismiss 
elements of doubt about the motives and even the 
methods of one another. May we not be frankly 
helpful each with each in trying to have unity 
of purpose in all for the glory of God. The an- 
nouncement to the Assembly by Dr. L. Nelson Bell 
that the Continuing Committee meetings will not 
be held during the five-year period is an expression 
of the mutual confidence which our people appreci- 
ate and so much desire. If we may concentrate on 
showing that Christ is the only Answer I believe 
that all the breaches can be healed.” 


Shortly after the report of the Inter-Church 
Relations Committee went to press the following 
telegram was received from the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. A.: “The General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. has received 
with deep regret report that your General As- 
sembly has deferred action on the plan of reunion 
of our two churches. We stand ready to proceed 
to completion of the plan and meanwhile to join 
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with you in cultivating closer acquaintance and 
promoting fuller cooperation and looking forward 
to the day when we may be one.” Jesse H. Baird, 
Moderator—W. B. Pugh, Stated Clerk. 


Mountain Retreat 
Association 


The Ad Interim Committee on Montreat sub- 
mitted a lengthy report and made appropriate rec- 
ommendations concerning the relation of the Moun- 
tain Retreat Association and declare its conviction 
and the relation of Montreat College to the Gen- 
eral Assembly. Dr. R. A. Lapsley, Jr., of Roanoke, 
Va., who served as Chairman of the Committee 
stated that the Committee desired to declare its 
satisfaction with the present charter of the Moun- 
tain Retreat Association and declare its conviction 
that this plan gives to our Church permanent 
possession and satisfactory control. The second 
part of the report answered the question, “Is the 
Church’s ownership and control of Montreat Col- 
lege such as to warrant its whole support of the 
college?” The Committee answered. the question by 
saying, “Our study has convinced us that under 
the present charter the relations are not satisfac- 
tory nor adequate. Under the present charter the 
Church does not possess that ownership and can — 
not exercise that control essential to a Church- 
related college.”” The Assembly requested the Board 
of Trustees to change the present charter and 
restore the control of the college to the Board of 
Directors of the Mountain Retreat Association. 


Following this report Dr. J. Rupert McGregor 
outlined to the Assembly the needs of Montreat. 
He said that at the present time the Board of Di- 
rectors estimated the financial needs to be $780,- 
000. Sunday, May 22, 1949 was designated as 
Montreat Day and the Church has asked to re- 
member in prayer and contributions the needs of 
the Mountain Retreat Association. 


Sabbath Observance 


The annual report on Sabbath Observance is 
frequently considered to be just a routine matter, 
and from the attitude of many Commissioners it 
is not taken seriously. This report deserves a great 
deal more thought and attention than it usually 
receives as Sabbath observance affects the entire 
life and work of the Church. The report of the 
Permanent Committee contains a great deal of 
fine thought on the’ subject. It declares, “The 
Divine design of the Day is being more and more 
disregarded and its precepts violated by both pro- 
fessing Christians and the people of the world.” 
It reminds us that the most dangerous enemy of 
the Sabbath comes from within the ranks of so- 
called Christian people who make no effort to com- 
bat evil forces, who frequently fall under the lure 
of the tempter even betraying by conduct and by 
acquiescence with the philosophy of worldly 
enemies. “These piously recite the Ten Command- 
ments, the Confession, and Creeds; observe the 
Sacrifices and feasts on a Sabbath morning; go 
to the movies, the races or athletic contests on 
the afternoon; to a cocktail party in the evening; 
and to the polls the following election day to vote 
for a so-called open Sunday.” 


This Committee was certainly speaking without 
exaggeration when it affirmed: “As goes the Sab- 
bath so goes the Church; as goes the Church; so 
goes the nation.” 
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Dr. Andrew R. Bird, a member of the Lord’s Day 
Alliance, representing our Church, spoke on the 
work of the Lord’s Day Alliance. He said that the 
Lord’s Day Alliance is “united Protestantism seek- 
ing to protect the Lord’s Day. The Church is the 
only defender of the Lord’s Day.” 


Dr. William C. Robinson, the Chairman of the 
Standing Committee on the Sabbath, submitted 
a report that reinforced the Permanent Commit- 
tee on this cause. His Committee recommended 
that the Assembly adopt and prosecute a much 
more aggressive program for teaching the duty 
and privilege of the proper observance of the 
Sabbath along the following lines: 


(a) That a year be set apart for a Church-wide 
study of the Sabbath and that the Assembly in 
cooperation with the Woman’s Auxiliary adopt a 
study book on the Sabbath to be studied during 
that year. 


(b) That lessons on the Sabbath be included 
each year in our Sunday School literature. 


(c) That the Executive Committee of Publication 
be requested to print and distribute leaflets and 


o'her literature on the observance of the Sabbath 
Day. 


(d) That our ministers be urged to speak words 
of instruction and warning to the people on the 
subject and that our churches do everything possi- 
ble to provide an adequate and attractive program 
on the Sabbath Day and thus guide those desiring 
to keep the Day in a Scriptural and right way as 
o make it not a burden, but a delight.” 


Next Meeting 


Dr. J. Rupert McGregor extended an invitation 
on behalf of the Mountain Retreat Association 
for the General Assembly to meet at Montreat in 
1949. The invitation was accepted and since the 
standing rules call for the Assembly to meet on 
he fourth Thursday in May our next Assembly 
will convene at Montreat May 26, 1949. 


It is difficult to appraise impartially and ob- 
‘ectively a meeting of the General Assembly. One 
3 prone to make an appraisal through the eyes of 
partisanship. We are apt to evaluate it on the basis 
of which particular side won or lost. From this 
yoint of view, we are within the truth when we 
say that both sides won and lost at this Assembly. 
The Atlanta Constitution declared that from the 
standpoint of the union question the conservatives 
won, and from the standpoint of the Federal Coun- 
cil the liberals won. This is probably a fairly 
accurate statement. What is of far greater im- 
portance is that “the 1948 General Assembly will 
long be remembered as one in which the Spirit of 
Christ triumphed over the frailties and limitations 
of human nature. “This was the Lord’s doing, 
and it is marvelous in our eyes.’’ We have attended 
2 number of Assemblies during the past twenty 
years and we can truthfully say that we felt more 
spiritual power at this meeting than at any time 
luring these two decades. We trust and pray that 
his Assembly will prove to be the harbinger of 
harmony, good-will, and constructive purpose for 
he future of our Southern Presbyterian Church. 
God has blessed us in abundant measure and we 
believe that if we dismiss from our minds distract- 
ing and divisive issues and concentrate upon our 
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responsibility for making Christ known in tom, 
South-land and in lands across the seas, our fut 
will be given more glorious than our past. Und 
the leadership of the Holy Spirit and the wi 
counsel of our peerless Moderator let us gird | 
our loins for showing a sinful and bleeding wor 
that Christ is the only Answer. 







“Jesus, with Thy Church abide, Be her Saviou 
Lord, and Guide, 

While on earth her faith is tried: We besee¢ 
Thee, hear us. 


Keep her life and doctrine pure; Grant her pat 
ence to endure, 

Trusting in Thy promise sure: We beseech The 
hear us. 














May she one in doctrine be, One in truth an 
charity, 

Winning all to faith in Thee: We beseech Thee 
hear us. 


Save her love from growing cold, Make her watch 
men strong and bold, 

Fence her round, Thy peaceful fold: We beseech 
Thee, hear us. 


May her lamp of truth be bright, Bid her bear 
aloft its light 

Thro’ the realms of heathen night: We beseech 
Thee, hear us. 


May she holy triumphs win, Overthrow the hosts 
of sin, 


Gather all the nations in: We beseech Thee, hear 
us." 





CONTRIBUTIONS 


Contributions of the Presbyterian Church, U. §., 
to the General Assembly’s Training School, Rich- 
mond, Va., are as follows: For the Month of May, 
1948, $2,453.08; 1947, $2,349.77. Total to Date: 
1948, $7,290.82; 1947, $7,749.07. 





Dr. Alston Elected Vice-President 
Of Agnes Scott College 


Decatur, Ga.—Dr. Wallace McPherson Alston, 
of Atlanta, Ga., has been elected Vice-President 
and Professor of Philosophy at Agnes Scott Col- 
lege, with the understanding that he will succeed 
to the presidency by July 1, 1951, Chairman 
George Winshop, of the College Board of Trus- 
tees, announced today. The new vice-president 


will take-over his duties at the college on Sep- 
tember 1. 


Dr. Alston holds the B.A. and M.A. degrees 
from Emory University, Atlanta, where he special- 
ized in philosophy; the B.D. from Columbia The- 
ological Seminary in Decatur; and the Th.M. and 
Th.D. degrees from Union Theological Seminary 
in Richmond, Va. 





He has done additional graduate study at Union 
Theological Seminary in New York, at the Col- 
lege of the Bible, Lexington, Ky., and at the 
University of Chicago. Two honorary degrees have 
been conferred upon him: the D.D., by Hampden- 
Sydney College, and the LL.D., by Davis and 
Elkins College. 


